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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Far be it from me to glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.—Gal. 6: 14. 


1. October 4.—Christ Anointed for Burial... . . . Mark 14: 1-11 
2. October 11.--The Last Supper... ........ Mark 14 : 12-25 
3. October 18.—In the Garden of 

ESE eee Mark 14 : 32-42 


. Matt. 26 : 14-25, 47-50; 27 : 3-10 


October 25.—Jesus and Judas . 27 3 3 
Matt. 26 : 47-68 


5. November 1.—The Arrest and Trial of Jesus . . 
6. November 8.—Sowing and Reaping (World’s 
‘Temperance Sunday). ..... _ . . Gal. 6: 1-10 
7. November 15.—Jesus and Peter. . . Mark 14 : 27-31, 53, 54, 66-72 
8. November 22.—Jesus and Pilate . Matt. 27 : 11-31; Luke 23 : 1-25 
9. November 29.—Christ Crucified . Mark 15 : 21-41 ; Luke 23 : 39-43 
o. December 6.—Christ Risen from the 
eee Mark 16: 1-8; Matt. 28 : 11-15 
11. December 13.—The Great Commis- 
SS Pe eee coe Matt. 28 : 16-20; Luke 24 : 36-49 
12. December 20.—‘Ihe Ascension. . . Luke 24 : 50-53; Acts 1: 1-11 
Or, Christmas Lesson—The Reign of Peace . . Isa. ariti-to 
13. December 27.—Review : Jesus the World’s Saviour and King. 


Admitting the rightfulness of certain inclinations to 
buy, how are you going to know where to buy With- 
out wrongful waste of time and money? Adver- 
tising often answers that question bery directly. And 
the good advertiser is not likely to be a waster of 
either of these possessions of yours. He likes to 
have you get acquainted with him through this paper. 


The Word and the Adversary 
By Albert Fitch 


*T HOUGH still no ray of coming light,— 
It must be true ; 

Though hope wait fainting in the night,— 
It must be true ; 

Though, re-enforced, the foe assail, 

And o’er and o’er almost prevail ; 

Though silent still behind the vail,— 
It must be true, 
It must be true. 











Hill-Top Work 


Drudgery is a common experience of the best 
workers. Hard labor, when the mind and powers 
have to be driven by determined, persistent will, is often 
the pathway to the most delightful results. It may 
comfort us to remember this the next time our work 
seeins almost hopelessly hard. If we hold quietly to it 
at such times, claiming and resting in the supernatural 
power of our. Lord, we are likely to see a product of 
better quality than could come in any other way. It 
has been .said that ‘‘concealed painstaking is the 
whole of art." The drudgery need not, and does 
not, appear in the finished work if the work has been 


— 


done in the right way. But the very costliness of the 
effort is likely to mean a quality of result that would 
not come from easy work. If we want our work to 
be of the hill-top sort, we must welcome our oppor- 
tunities of climbing. 
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Instant Assets 

**Quick action’’ appeals to the man of to-day. 
‘«Instant’’ is a word that advertising is bringing into 
prominence. ‘There are foods and drinks that need 
only hot water to be immediately available for the 
satisfaction of hunger or thirst. An Instant food 
meets a lack. But still more useful is instant re- 
ligion, religion that is ready for the need, religion that 
does not tarry, religion that prevents remorse and does 
not merely arouse it after the sin has been committed. 
If we would be efficient Christians, our Christianity 
must be ‘instant, in season and out of season’’; for 
a religion of victory is more satisfactcry than a religion 
of repair. 


yd 
Released 


It is often hard for us to get down to particulars 
with God, It is so much easier to deal with general- 
ities. The general idea of the surrendered life, for 
example, is one that we may give hearty assent to ; 
but when we are asked to make the surrender of one 
particular thing in our life, that is different. Yet 
there is no such thing as a surrendered life that does 
not include the surrender of individual things. <A 
young woman was in training for a lifetime of Chris- 
tian service ; she knew that only the surrendered life 
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could be the victorious life ; she wanted victory ; but 
there was one thing she did not see how she could 
do, and that was to go as a missionary to the foreign 
field, Later a friend of hers received a letter with the 
following good news: ‘‘You know I am having vic- 
tory over many things that I didn’t have before I 
surrendered in the question of the foreign field. I 
realize more, now, how much the fact that I hadn't 
surrendered in that was keeping me from-—the top.’ 
Perhaps God wants some of us to turn away from 
general principles for a while and tell him frankly 
whether we will surrender to him now in one matter 
that we have felt we could not give up. Shall we 
give it up, or shall we throughout life stay away from 
—the top ? 


‘ a 
Whose Fault Is It ? 


It is sometimes our failure if those for whom we 
are responsible fail. Their success may be our duty. 
Thring, the famous English schoolmaster, said: ‘*A 
teacher's first maxim is, ‘If the boys do not learn it 
is my fault.’’’ Joseph Jefferson, as a veteran actor, 
was one time commiserated by an acquaintance over 
the fact that doubtless Mr. Jefferson was sometimes 
annoyed to find that certain persons in his audiences 
failed to appreciate the finest touches in his acting. 
The old actor's reply was: ‘If any boy in the ‘ pea- 
nut gallery’ fails to catch the point cf anything that I 
say or do on the stage, I have failed.’"" He abruptly 
dismissed the suggestion that the audience might be 
at fault. Have we teachers and preachers and parents 
as high a standard for our Christian service as had 
this successful actor ? 


How Shall We Pray Concerning the War ? 


Henry W. Frost, of the China Inland Mission, has shown readers of The Sunday School Times new 


and rich and deep possibilities in their prayer-life. 


His book, “‘ Men who Prayed,” is a discovering of 


prayer-treasures in the pages of the Bible. The Editor has asked Mr. Frost to suggest how we may 

pray for and during the tragedy of war in Europe. Not only on October 4, but so long as the war 

continues, the Lord’s people have s heavy prayer-responsibility toward that war. Mr. Frost's 
answer is given in the following editorial. 


T HAS been truly said that God never forgives sin. 
In the nature of the case, the only thing that he 
can do is to punish it. Let the sinner cleave to 

his sin, therefore, and God, in punishing his sin, 
must punish him, But let the sinner forsake his sin, 
and God, while punishing his sin, will spare him. 
This is why God’s redemptive act was substitutionary. 
For the sinner could not by any means forsake his 
transgressions. Hence Christ was made to be sin for 
us, and Jehovah made to meet on him the iniquities 
of us all. The Christian, therefore, is a man whose 
sin has been punished in the person of Another, and 
who ‘is forgiven, as he accepts forgiveness, on the 
basis of that fact. And the condition of that accept- 
ance is repentance, confession, and prayer for for- 
giveness, 

What is true individually is also true collectively. 
Let a body of individuals, such as Israel, or the 
Church, or a given nation, commit sin, and God can 
not forgive that sin.. In the nature of the case he 
must punish it. And in the case of national trans- 
gression he must punish it in this life. For God deals 
in the life to come, not with nations, but with indi- 
viduals. This explains why it was that God so often 
allowed Egypt and Syria to rise up against Isrvel ; 
he was using those nations to punish that chosen but 
sinful people... And this also explains why God fre- 
quently allows one nation to rise. up against another 
nation, the one executing his judgment upon the 
other. Hence it is true, if a givén nation is to find 
mercy of God in the midst of judgment, that there 
must be a forsaking of the sin on account of which 


judgment has fallen. And here also the condition is 
repentance, confession, and prayer for forziveness. 

But an important fact comes in here as related to 
national judgment and forgiveness. hose who, na- 
tionally speaking, can repent, confess, and pray, are 
those who have done this individually. These are a 
‘* peculiar people,’’ by reason of their faith in Christ, 
in the midst of each nation, and they are the priestly 
class of the nation. It was so in the time of Israel, 
as Solomon realized, who pieaded with Jehovah that 
when Israel should sin and should be put to the 
worse before her enemies, He would forgive the sin 
and restore the nation to its land, as the saints in its 
midst might confess, pray, and make supplications 
before God in the temple. And it has been so ever 
since. For whenever the Church, in the midst of 
judgments, has supplicated God in behalf of a nation, 
repenting and confessing national sin, he has always 
shown that he knew how to manifest mercy in the 
midst of judgment. Thus the great battles of history 
—though history does not say so—were not those 
fought by armies at the places named in books, but 
rather by Christians upon their knees in the secret 
place of the Most High, recorded only in the book of 
God’s remembrance. What saved England from the 
Spanish Armada and a subsequent Spanish inquis1- 
tion was not Drake and his few small ships of war, 
but rather the heart-cry before God of England's 
saints, and then-—-God himself and his wide-flune, 
devastating storm. 

The President of these United States, therefore, his 
done well to call for prayer. And we Christians wiil 
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do well to respond, and to offer intercession that God, 
in his infinite grace, will show mercy to the sinning, 
warring sons of men, and will restore them to quiet- 
ness and peace. But how shall we Christians pray ? 

First, by remembering that, while men at large are 
national, we who believe in Christ are not national, 
or even inter-national, but super-national. Our place 
is not here on earth, in spite of our national affinities, 
but rather with Christ in the heavenlies. And this 
fact is to be practically recognized and exhibited, 
That is, we are to make it plain to all the world that 
we are related by the strongest ties, not simply to our 
own nation and to the nations of our natural choice, 
but also to all nations, including those that we deem 
ourenemies. Hence we are to give equal love and 
pity to all, and we are, without prejudice and with 
deep compassion, to pray for all. 

Second, by taking a place of low humility, and by 
maintaining ourselves in this attitude. ‘The sins of 
the warring nations in Europe are our sins, since all 
nations are of one blood. Moreover, were our nation 
in their place, geographically and politically, we 
should nationally be doing largely what they are 
doing, for what makes us to differ from them is not 
character but isolation, It is to be remembered 
that human hearts are the same the world over ; and 
out of them come evil thcughts and murders and 
wars. As we pray, therefore, we are to put aside all 
national pride, and we are so to identify ourselves 
with the nations under the judgment of war that we 
shall be led to acknowledge that we are guilty of like 
sins and worthy of like judgment. 

Third, by recognizing and confessing that sin is the 
actual cause of the prevailing conditions, It is right 
that we as men should seek to know the immediate 
causes of the war now being waged, —as, for instance, 
how much demagogism, militarism, etc., have had todo 
with bringing the conflict to pass. But as Christians 
we must go down deeper than this. For while it is 
plain that there have been many secondary causes for 
the outbreak, it is also plain that there has been only 
one primary cause. And this cause has been the 
rebellion of the natural heart against God, —against 
his truth, his ways, his purposes, There is a sin, 
also, in the present conflict which was not in many 
of the past wars, for the nations at war are the so-called 
Christian nations, and several are Protestant Chris- 
tian nations, Their sin, therefore, mounts up to 
heaven, and we need to plead for forgiveness from 
this standpoint. We shall do well if we say with 
Daniel of old: ‘*We have sinned, and have com- 
mitted iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have 
rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and 
from thy judgments,”" 
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Fourth, by remembering that the most important 
thing is not the sparing of the nations,—even of our 
own nation—from judgment, but rather the accom- 
plishing of God's will in the earth, however this may 
be brought to pass. We must not forget, even face 
to face with the horror of war, that offenses must 
needs come and judgments must needs fall. It was 
the pitying Master who said, ‘* Ye shall hear of wars 
and rumors of wars’’; and again,—in a word which 
is yet to be fulfilled, —*‘ For then shall be great tribu- 
lation, such as was not since the beginning of the 
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.’’ ‘The fact 
that national sin must be judged means that national 
sin will be judged ; and it will only be through judg- 
ment that the final reign of righteousness will be 
brought to pass. Christ, according to the second 
Psalm, will surely receive his inheritance, even to the 
uttermost parts of the earth ; but it will be brought to 
pass through the breaking of the nations by a rod of 
iron and through their being dashed in pieces like a 
potter’s vessel. When we pray, therefore, we are not 
only to ask for mercy and peace, but also for the con- 
tinual judging of all sinful things, until that time is 
reached when every knee shall bow and every tongue 
shall confess that Christ is Lord. It is a solemn fact, 
in the Book of the Revelation, that when at last God 
has judged Babylon, and when her smoke is rising up 
for ever and ever, the four and twenty elders and the 
four living creatures fall down and worship him who 
s*ts upon the throne, and say : ‘* Amen, Hallelujah !"" 
é.nd the child of God who is acquainted with the 
d vine mind, while he prays for peace, will also sub- 
mit himself wholly and continually to the One who 
does according to His will in the army of heaven and 
among the inhabitants of the earth. 

And, lastly, by harmonizing ourselves to the ulti- 
mate purpose of God in making this world the king- 
dom of his Son. Christ's kingdom is not present, 
but future, for we still pray, ‘*Thy kingdom come !"* 
And his kingdom is not to be in heaven, but on 
earth, for he is to sit on David's throne, which was in 
no other place than in Jerusalem. And this, in re- 
demption, providence, and judgment, is God's con- 
stant objective. ‘To this end he works, in all and 
through all; and he will never cease working until he 
has shown who is the only Potentate, the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords. So he will overturn, and 
overturn, and overturn, until he has come whose right 
itis to reign. These things the true man of God in 
his life of prayer will never forget. In praying for 


peace, therefore, we will pray most of all—- however it 
shall be brought to pass—for the coming of the Prince 
of Peace, since that event alone will make wars to 
cease unto the ends of the earth. 





The Secret of the Victorious Life 


If every one who longs te live the fe of complete 
victory were somehow enabled to have that victory to- 
day, and then to continu? in it, what an army of 
overcomers would be march.ag ‘r triumph through 
this world! The wonderful fac. 1s that every one in 
the world who wants the life of victory sufficiently to 
be willing to meet the simple conditions which God 
has laid down (and every one can meet them who will) 
could have that victory now and continuously. Is it 
not the tragedy of Christianity that Satan has suc- 
ceeded in so successfully blinding the eyes of such 
multitudes of followers of our Lord to the secret of 
overcoming? A hungering soul already well on the 
way to the goal asks what it is that has not yet been 
cleared out of the way : 


I want so much to live a real, out-and-out Christian life, but 
it has often seemed the more I try the more I fail. When I 
saw this sentence, ‘‘ Christ is ready to take the whole respon- 
sibility of living our entire life for us,"’ it was exactly what I 
wanted, but it seemed almost too good to be true. 

Then I got the little book, ‘‘ The Life that Wins,’’ ! and I re- 
solved to trust Christ to be my Life. I have vielded myself to 
Christ as far as I know, andI ask him daily to take full mastery 
over me. _ I realize his presence, and I am seeking to live in 
constant communion with him, asking for guidance and direc- 
tion in all that I do. I am willing with all my will-power to be 
a real Christian. 

So far, I do not see that my life is more fruitful, but I fall 
back on John 15:5: ‘I am the vine, ye are the branches : 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same beareth much 
fruit.” 

You say, “It is better to let God do things for us than to 
try to do them ourselves"’; and, ‘‘We must bear fruit in 
service."’ 





1 The Life That Wins” is a pamphlet published by The Sunday 
School ‘times Company ; 2 cents each, 20 cents a dozen. 


Could you please show me where my part begins, and where 
God's part? 

Is my part simply to trust and keep looking for his energiz- 
ing within, making it plain to me what he would have me do? 

No, our part is not to keep looking for his ener- 
gizing within. Our part is to know that, because 
God is faithful to his word and his duty, he is now 
doing that energizing within, We are to accept 
this as a settled fact without looking for it. 

Our part in the victorious life, after we have received 
Christ as Saviour, is, first, to surrender our life uncon- 
ditionally to his mastery. If we have done this, or if 
we will do this now, telling our Lord that we want 
him to be the unconditional master of our life for time 
and eternity, and that we now yield up every key of 
our life to him that he may do this, that settles the 
question of surrender. At once God then does his 
part: he does what our surrender for the first time 
really lets him do: he takes supreme charge of our 
life as he cannot do with a life that is partly withheld 
from his mastery. And from this time on it is God’s 


‘responsibility to live the very life of God, with all the 


supernatural blessings and results that that means, in 
us. Wecan do nothing about it except to turn over 
our life to him. He must now do itall. And he is 
true to his duty. 

But if we doubt that God is now doing his whole 
duty by us, he cannot, even in the surrendered life, 
bring to pass all the blessings that he would. So we 
must add to our surrender, faith, And we must 
always remember that faith is not a subtle or baffling 
thing : it is simply remembering God's faithfulness. 
Can we do that? Do we really believe that God is 
faithful, a/ways faithful, always faithful to ws, and 
faithful to us mow? If we believe this, we have faith ; 
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and that‘is all the faith that God asks of the holiest 
saint that ever lived. 

Faith is not sight. And faith is not feeling. If we 
begin to say, ‘‘ But I do not have the consciousness 
of Christ’s presence or fulness that I wanted to have,’’ 
we are not resting in his faithfulness, but we are ask- 
ing him to prove to us by a feeling, a consciousness, 
that he is faithful. And God cannot do for us all that 
he would when we ask him to prove to us that he is 
true and not a liar. If, on the other hand, we will 
say, and keep on saying, that we know that our Lord 
is faithful to us in everything now and always, then in 
his own good time and in his own way he will bring 
to pass in us and through us such results of his own 
life as he sees best. His program for us is better than 
our program for him. 

It is true that our life must bear fruit ; but the pro- 
ducing of the fruit is his responsibility, not ours. 
And he is true to his responsibility, ‘+ Fruit in ser- 
vice’’ is to be of his choosing, not ours. We may 
think that our service ought to show a certain kind of 
fruit, which it may not be his will to bring to pass at 
all ; in this it is safer to trust him. In various ways, — 
by circumstances, by our own common-sense and 
judgment, by inner convictions, by the Word of God, — 
he will show us what he would have us do from time to 
time ; and as we hold ourselves sensitively responsive 
to his leading and let him use us to do the thing that he 
points out, 4e will do it: do it by using us just as 
literally as the vine uses the branch to bear its fruit. 
It is not necessary for us always to see the fruit 
that he is bearing in us or through us. Some of the 
richest fruitage of Christian lives is unknown to those 
lives themselves. If our Lord sees it, that is enough. 

After we have surrendered our life for our Lord to 
live his life in us, then our becoming ‘‘real Chris- 
tians’’ does not depend upon our ‘willing with all 
our will-power’’ so much as upon his willing with all 
his will-power ; and we can be sure that he does this. 
Our will-power has a very real place in it all ; but that 
place is the surrendering of our life to his mastery, 
and then willing to believe,—that is, remembering, 
by a definite act of the will, that Christ is faithful to 
us and is living in us his own life and bearing in us 
the fruit of his own Spirit. 

After we have made our unconditional surrender 
to the mastery of Christ, it is better to count that 
a settled thing, than to feel that we must constantly 
be making it over again. We do not even need to 
‘‘ask him daily to take full and complete mastery 
over’’ us. It is better to thank him daily for the fact 
that he is taking full mastery over us, and live in the 
attitude of eager readiness to do his will. One who 
has entered the employment of another does not daily 
ask that other to become his employer. That matter 
was settled when the relationship was entered into. 
But daily the one who is employed lives in readiness 
to do the will of the other. So of our relation to 
Christ our Lord. 

We may be very sure that the more we try to live 
the victorious life the more we shall fail, The more 
aman tries to save himself from the penalty of his 
sins, the more certainly he is working in a hopeless 
direction. When he stops trying and asks Jesus todo 
the whole work of salvation for him, and then trusts 
Jesus to do it, eagerly and instantly our Lord saves 
him. So of our freedom from the power of our sins. 
It is had on the same terms, and on those terms only. 
‘‘As therefore ye received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk in him’’ (Col. 2:6). We cannot be victors by 
trying. We can instantly and always be victors by 
ceasing from our own hopeless efforts and remember- 
ing that our Lord is doing it all. 


a 


An incorrect price (30 cents) was recently given here 
for the pamphlet containing Professor Griffith Thomas’ 
exceptionally helpful series of articles ‘‘ Some Tests of 
Old Testament Criticism,’’ which appeared last year 
in The Sunday School Times. The pamphlet is pub- 
lished in London (Religious Tract Society, 1 d), and 
may be ordered through The Sunday School Times 
Company at 5 cents each, or 50 cents a dozen copies, 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ATHER in Heaven, take the twists out of us ; the snarls ; 
the unsuspected crookedness ; the moral ugliness that 
carves bad lines in our faces when we least suspect it... . 

Make us gentle, considerate, full of compassionate longing 
“instead of fierce condemnation. Make us swift to help, with- 
out if or but. - Show us the real values under the surface of 
even ‘disorderly lives, and make us glad these values are there. 
Keep us from despising people—even the debased, or neigh- 
bors who tread on our toes. Root out of us the subconscious 
feeling that we are necessarily the good people, and that all 
who differ from us are faulty. Lead us out into the joyous, 
appreciative, easy, helpful ways which shone in Jesus’ life. 
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The Outrage of the Tu Ti Miao on China’s Millions 


By Charles Ernest Scott 


How heathenism’s “ Earth Place Temple” makes 


the hearts of Chinese worshipers bleed 





S THE traveler approaches a Chinese village he 
is sure to meet one kind of a temple, no matter 
what other varieties may be lacking. It is 

always diminutive. To the uninitiated it looks as if 
it might be a ‘‘ play temple’’ for the amusement of 
children—only heathenism is not given to ‘‘ spending 
its heart’’ for the edification or recreation of children, 
No! ‘This is a temple fur grown-ups; it is the 
Tu Ti Miao (the Earth Place Temple). Without it 
the villagers would not dare to die, and could not be 
properly buried. 

The ‘Tu Ti Miao is like a diamond in one respect— 
i nportant out of all proportion to its size. The 
strongest sentiments of life, the deepest emotions of 
the heart, cling round it. A thing of death, it seems 
to bind the living village closer than anything else to 
the departed. 

A Tu Ti Miao, exclusive of the roof, is the shape 
of a box, about twelve inches deep, eighteen inches 
across the front, and twelve inches high. An aper- 
ture on the front side serves for door, The temple 
varies much in workmanship—according to the purse 
of the builders. Near small and poor mountain vil- 
lages I have seen them made of the rudest stone 
slabs laid together—five pieces, four sides and a flat 
roof-piece ; others are the finest products of the stone- 
mason’s art, with various polite accessories, such as a 
raised stone platform on which it is made to stand, 
with a fine pavement in front, an ornamental brick or 
granite wall all around, and with marble steps lead- 
ing to the sacred precinct. Each temple, of what- 
ever workmanship, usually has a stone or brick wall 
in front of its tiny opening—a curtain, as it were, to 
shut out the gaze of the vulgar curious from the awe- 
some presence within. 

And who are they? ‘Two deities sitting side by 
side—the male, called in vulgar parlance Old Man 
( Yai Yie) ; the female, Old Granny (az Nai). Usu- 
ally they are two bricks or stones, or even mere 
chunks of mud. Often these figures are not carved, 
merely grotesque marks upon their surfaces, outlining 
visages such as the schoolboy scribbles on his slate, 
cousins of fresco figures in the tombs of Egyptian 
kings, or of Indian picutre writing on wampum and 
tepee. These primitive scratchings on the front of 
the stones where the heads ought to be are rarely cut 
into regular profiled features, 

A hollowed-out stone in front of the tiny temple 
serves as a brazier, before which the worshiper 
kneels and burns incense and paper money ; dirty 
water in the cheapest sort of a broken clay bowl, with 
mud balls piled in front of the images, serve as 
Olympian nectar and ambrosia for these ethereal 
spirits! And why not? Everywhere in heathenism 
men could, without a qualm of con- 
science, turn Christian Scientist—if they 








A Little Temple of Death Set on a Mountain 


A complete contrast are these two happy Christian 
faces to those of the bereaved Chinese peasants,,who, 
whenever death enters the home, climb the long path 
to this “‘Tu Ti Miao,” built in front of a mountain 
temple belktower.. To the left of the picture are seen 
three monuments set in the rock in memory of holy 
men. And it is the holy men of China who are the 
leaders in the gigantic fraud practised upon the vic- 
tims of heathen custom through these diminutive 
temples and their gods. 





ing, but he is sadly unable to realize that he is guilty 
of what he calls worship without any adequate reason 
therefor. ‘‘ The heathen in his blindness bows down 
to wood and stone.’’ But that blindness is self-in- 
duced, so that, while he sees not the glory of the ador- 
able God, he is yet guilty and lost because of neglect 
of worship of that One ; ‘for the invisible things of 
him since the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being perceived through the things that are made, 
even his everlasting power and divinity ; that they 
may be without excuse ; because that, knowing God, 
they glorified him not as God, neither gave thanks ; 
but became vain in their reasonings, and their sense- 
less heart was darkened. ... And even as they re- 
fused to have God in their knowledge, God gave 
them up unto a reprobate mind, to do those things 
that are not fitting.’’ Paul's explanation, to one living 
in the midst of heathenism—blistering, brutal and 
blatant—seenfs to be the true one as to the inherent 
unreasonableness of idolatry. 

But what do the people do at the Tu Ti Miao? To 


understand how they use it we must remember that 
the Chinese religions, which are supposed to be Con- 
fucianism, Buddhism and Taoism, constitute, in the 
belief and practise of the country folk, a perfect 
hodge-podge, inextricably tangled, and with many 
other debasing superstitions grafted on. A man is 
supposed to have three spirits or souls. When he 
dies one betakes itself off to the s¢ za (southwest), a 
hazy designation for India, whence the Chinese, 
though virtual materialists, got through Buddhism 
the idea of the transmigration of the soul. Another 
goes into the tomb of the deceased, where it is wor- 
shiped on public festal occasions prescribed by 
hoary custom, and in private by family members 
whenever it is convenient for them to visit the grave 
mound. This is the concession to Taoism, which, 
second in longevity, and also with Buddhism and 
Confucianism a state religion, has degenerated from 
a stately creed of search for spiritual truth and im- 
mortality into a cave of superstition wherein dwell 
cruel credulities and demons to be worshipped, ma- 
king men to tremble for fear of the evils of the dark 
future while paralyzing them with the terror of the 
present. The third spirit flees into the Tu Ti Miao, 
which it must be made to leave, in order to enter the 
pai ever, ancestral tablet, set up in a family temple, if 
the family are well-to-do, or only in a cupboard or on 
a shelf if they are humble folks. 

Now this change of habitat is of supreme impor- 
tance, as on it hangs the weal or woe of many. At 
every death a saw-horned dilemma faces the bereaved 
family : if the third spirit does not see fit to let itself 
be cajoled or bamboozled into leaving the Miao, then 
there can be no burial; and for a corpse to remain 
ultimately unburied is the height of misfortune, both 
for the deceased and all his relatives. Also, if the 
spirit does not go into the paz ever, then the family 
cannot in the house perform the ancestral worship 
that iron custom prescribes, thus making the family 
guilty of unfiliality, which crime is certain to bring 
calamities on the entire clan. 

But the spirit may desire to remain in the Miao : it 
often does,—and perversely ; and it is not easy to 
make it leave. In fact, it is difficult in proportion to 
the wealth of the family. Only the priests (and herein 
is an intimation of the devilish cunning of an un- 
regenerate priesthood) can exorcise it out of the Miao. 
However, for reasons stated above, it must be made 
sooner or later to come out. So the priests appear 
upon the scene, and—for a consideration—perform 
their incantations and chant their charms, often de- 
laying the burial for days and weeks, to increase their 
‘«squeeze.’’ Remember, the spirit can never come 
out until the priests use the proper ‘‘Open Sesame,”’ 
—of which they alone know the secret. 
Evidently the Tu Ti Miao is an institu- 





only knew of this fashionabie, blasphe- 
mous cult, They just think their wor- 
ship to be ¢ men (elegant) and Aén hao 
(fine), and presto ! it is so, The ‘‘idea’’ 
is as good as the substance, and a good 
deal cheaper. Moreover, it saves time 
and bother. This attitude reveals ‘‘the 
melancholy characteristic’’ of the Chi- 
nese heathen, namely, his ‘‘ absolute in- 
difference to the profoundest spiritual 
truths in the nature of man.’’ ‘The 
idea of solemnity, of holiness, appears to 
be foreign to his mind.”’ 

Many a time have I, when resting out- 
side a village, squatted down with the men 
there, graybeards and boys, and asked 
them : ‘* What affairs do these two deities 
manage ?’’ 

‘«We don’t know !”’ 

‘Then, why worship them ?”’ 

‘* We can’t say.”’ 





A Chinese Village Scene, with the Indispensable Earth Dirt Temples 


tion, like many another that presses upon 
the people, long ago developed by crafty 
priests in order to bind the people by 
chains of steel to themselves, so that 
these humble, gullible victims may be 
easily bled for a fat living. 

One of the weirdest, most grewsome 
sights that the student of comparative re- 
ligions can see in China is this company 
of male mourners stealing swiftly along 
in the wee small hours of the morning. 
Some glance stealthily about, like a small 
boy racing in the dark past a graveyard. 
Fear of the impalpable obscure, peopled 
with malignant demons, chills their 
hearts. Crying and mourning officially 
as the custom prescribes, —it is extrava- 
gant and ostentatious, but there cannot 
but be some real human grief in it, — 
they wend their way to the Tu Ti Miao. 





‘«When relatives die, why come to 
these little images?’ 

‘‘All we know is that we learned the 
custom from our ancestors, but not the 
reason; tsiu sila [and that's the long and 
short of it]. Whether it is of any use, 
who knows ?”’ 

The peasant roundly curses his don- 
key or ox for being stubborn, unreason- 


picture. 


Without the diminutive temple with its two stone or mud images the Chinese vil- 
lagers would not dare to die, and therefore no village or city is without its Tu Ti 
Miao. The traveler may see these curious structures on the main street of a large der these deities propitious, —for in 
town, on a country road-side, outside a great city wall, in the center of a pond, on a 
high mountain or outside a village ; and the temple may be constructed of rude stones 
roughly thrown together or may be the finest product of the stone-mason’s art. 
Two temples, one plain and the other more elaborate, are shown to the left of the 
The rather fancy wall built in front of the entrance is the curtain which 
nearly always accompanies the tiny temple to shut out the gaze of the curious passer- 


by from the sacred earth dirt gods within. 


Before sunrise they must announce to 
the Tu Ti that one of the family has 
died and fled to their Miao. To ren- 


heathendom the favor of the gods is a 
marketable quality, —the mourners carry 
gifts. These troubled men are not the 
least concerned with the glaring incon- 
sistencies that the priests call upon them 
to swallow. Indeed, it is one of the ad- 
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vantages possessed by the ignorant credulity and 
rank superstition of heathenism that its devotees can 
believe with comfortable equanimity two things dia- 
metrically opposed, Here are mud images, with vast 
powers over the departed, who yet have to be in- 
formed of the fact of their demise ! 

Arrived at the Miao, the men throw themselves on 
the cold, damp ground—no season or weather is al- 
lowed to mitigate the harsh conditions—to weep and 
howl, beseeching these gods of their own making to 
cause the soul of the deceased to come out and hop 
on to a stick held out to it, —as if itwere a monkey, — 
and return on the stick with them to the house, there 
to enter the ancestral tablet prepared for it. 

The hired white robes of the mourners shade off 
almost imperceptibly into the mist and fog of that 
unearthly hour, so that they seem a part, as real as 
spooky, of that gray, half-concealing, half-revealing 
shroud that envelops them—fit hour and setting for 
their ghostly errand. With what trepidation do they 
lie there, noses in the dirt, waiting for the vagrant 
spirit to be sately ‘‘landed’’—like a hooked eel ora 
netted bug or a trapped weasel—and carried back in 
triumph to the mourning home. Until then the 
priests will take no steps to incant for a lucky burial 
spot, and the family cannot arrange the funeral cere- 
monies, 

Can any American Christian comprehend their 
heart-hunger, growing disappointment and increasing 
embarrassment as these men repeatedly plod their 
weary errand in gloom under the mock-solemn leader- 
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ship of their foxy priests, —day after day, their quest 
unavailing, their trouble heavier, their waiting wearier, 
their expenses increasing ? 

Thus does heathenism outrage the human soul, 
even that which makes us likest God, that which 
gives us humans any claim to be looked upon as 
the sons and daughters of the Almighty. 

Again I say, soul-blinded are they. Yes, and re- 
sponsible for that blindness, yet unable to see the 
Light that maketh all things new. 

‘‘How then shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? And how. . . believe in him 
whom they have not heard? And how... hear 
without a preacher?'’ And how preach, Christians, 
unless you send them ? 


The astonishing revelations contained in Mr. Scott's 
articles on China bid fair to make this series the most 
remarkable ever published concerning this greatest of all 
earth's mission fields. The articles are not only ‘lifting 
the lid of heathenism,'’—-as far as that can be done,—but 
are revealing how the living God is working his miracle 
wonders for the faithful saints in China. 


The next article in the series gives a hitherto unwritten 
story of Boxer days of how the Christians of ‘** Big Bitter 
Village’’ were doomed to a fiery fyrnace by the Boxer 
fiends. What God did when they prayed was a re-enact- 
ing of many an Old Testament *‘miracle.’’ German sol- 
diers are prominent in this story; what the Chinese 
thought of them and how they fought in China is one of 
the absorbingly interesting features of this article. 


This story of a modern fiery furnace came to Mr. Scott 
during a visit to one of his villages in recent revolution 
fore. In another article Mr. Scott will tell of SHEP- 
HERDING MY CHINESE FLOCK IN REVOLUTION 
DAYS, in which a series of exciting incidents gives a view 
of China in war-time. 





Secrets of the 


A Modern Dreamer sees in ‘‘ the large upper room’’ a 
starting-point for life’s greatest victories 


“Upper Room” 





a 





An American traveler who has gone over every foot of the Holy Land, and has many times visited 


other Eastern countries, discovered in his journeys four thing's that an 
This American traveler is also a‘ Dreamer,” and in vision he saw that these 
in Jerusalem, and that they were part of our 
Do they belong also to our life to-day ? 


may mean to a traveler. 
four things belonged also to “the upper room 
Saviour’s spiritual experience. 


T IS the Sabbath at Jerusalem. There is some- 
thing in the presence of so many sacred places 
and clustering, precious memories that makes it 

always seem to the Christian like Sabbath at Jerusa- 
lem. But this is the Sabbath Day, and it is the quiet 
hour just before twilight when the evening worship is 
to be held here in this ‘‘large upper room.’’ What 
a spacious room it is, with its high, domed Oriental 
ceiling, its deep window-ledges, and its wide, com- 
fortable divans along the sides. I came in alone an 
hour before the service that 1 might meditate a little 
while in an upper room in Jerusalem. 

Why an ‘‘upper room'’? We usually find some 
helpfulness, some useful significance in every feature 
of the Saviour’s conduct. What a blessed experience 
a perfect life like his would be with everything in the 
conduct to some good purpose! In this hour, until 
the twilight comes and the company gathers for wor- 
ship, let us ask, Why an ‘‘upper room’’? Was it 
purely incidental ? Would any other room have done 
as well? 


Why the Travelers Needed an ‘‘ Upper Room ”’ 

It is twenty years now since I first learned some- 
thing of the ‘*upper room’’ in the Orient. The jour- 
ney from Damascus along tke eastern flank of Her- 
mon was dreary and rather cheerless in the drizzling 
rain. The prospect of lunching on the sopping ground 
was not attractive, A village, Ketfir something-or- 
other, with the promise of a guest-house and a dry 
place in which to eat, was very attractive, and became 
still more attractive when we saw the rabble of dirty 
children gathered to stare curiously at us in the streets 
below. We dismounted, escaped the rabble that 
watched the strangers, climbed an outside stairway, 
and entered ‘‘a large upper room.’’ Here we found 
the needed quiet and comfort. 

But I had only begun to know the ‘‘ upper room.”’ 
A little later I went alone with my dragoman to visit 
Bethlehem. The Bethlehemites are most persistent 
venders and beggars. Life in the open soon becomes 
intolerable to the traveler, and one must find some 
escape from this annoyance to eat and to rest. Again 
the dragoman found an ‘‘ upper room,’’ and there I 
ate and took my noon-day nzp, and was able to medi- 
tate in quietness, In that hour I learned something 
more about the ‘*upper room.’’ To quiet comfort 
there had been added seclusion. 

But not until months after this, in the Nile Valley, 


“upper room” in the East 


did I learn the full secret of the ‘‘ upper room.’’ Our 
little boat, that had drifted down the river from Luxor, 
tied up at the bank by Koos at nightfall. Darkness 
quickly came, as it does in Egypt, and the donkey- 
boys were afraid of ‘‘thieves,’’ —only imaginary 
thieves, it is true, but not the Jess terrifying for that. 
They soon inspired us with their own foolish fear. 
After many slow, anxious minutes, there came at last 
out of the darkness a shout that the donkeys had come 
from our friend Sheik Besheira, and soon we were 
piloted through the dark, crooked, dirty, deserted 
streets of the city to the spacious home of the sheik, 
and were received in ‘a large upper room '’ to blessed 
cordial Christian fellowship and evening worship. 
Our fears were banished ; we were among dear friends, 
and to the comfort and seclusion of the ‘‘ upper room’”’ 
was added the greater privilege of privacy and inti- 
mate fellowship. All this the ‘*upper room’’ is here 
in Jerusalem in the House of the Americans. 

The ‘‘upper room”’ in the East is everything that 
‘the room’’ is in an American country cottage, and 
more; everything that is embraced in the security 
and intimate privacy of the ‘*ben’’ of a Highland 
cottage, and more; here, the ‘‘upper room’’ means 
comfort when the world is bleak without, it means 
seclusion from all annoyances of this life in a wicked 
world, and it also means safety from danger and sweet 
fellowship with friends. The Highlander calls the 
greatest intimacy ‘‘far ben’’ with his friend. When 
Jesus took his disciples into the ‘‘upper room’’ for the 
Passover and the institution of the Supper, it was that 
they might be ‘far ben’’ with God. 


The Starting-Place for Trial and Triumph 

The upper room is an institution in the social life 
of the East ; the ‘*upper room’’ has become equally 
significant in the redemption life of the world. It is 
the trysting-place of privacy and intimacy, a ‘secret 
place of the Most High.’’ To enter there is to with- 
draw from the lower room of worldliness and to be 
secluded in the ‘‘ upper room’”’ of intimacy with God. 
The ‘‘ upper room’’ was no mere accident or incident 
in the institution of the sacrament of the Supper: it 
was also a selected place, selected by the Lord’s 
providence, which went ahead and sent the man with 
the pitcher to show the disciples the way. 

The twilight is falling rapidly now. Things that 
were seen through the window are disappearing and 
those other things that one sees through the windows 
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of the soul are beginning to come into view. That 
table there—I did not notice it until now. It is a 
strange looking table, set around the three sides of a 
square, and the guests are reclining upon couches. Is 
not that he? and surely, yes, that is John reclining 
upon his bosom, ‘far ben’’ with the Saviour. They 
are in the ‘‘upper room'’ of the world’s redemp- 
tion, 

Strange views may be seen out of the windows of 
this room, They have risen now and passed out with 
the silence of specters. There they go in solemn 
procession through the temple area, and under the 
great golden vine at the temple gate. Listen, He is 
speaking : ‘‘I am the vine and ye are the branches,"” 
Now they go on down the road and over the Kidron 
bridge. And now what a horrid whirl of darkness 
and agony and bloody sweat, and then the betrayal 
and the arraignment and the scourging and the cursed 
tree and ghastly burial. Now the vision changes to 
a blaze of glory : it shines out of the tomb, lights up 
the way ‘‘as far as to Bethany,’’ until the clouds re- 
ceive him up into glory. We have looked upon his 
trial and his triumph, and the place he chose as the 
starting-point was the ‘‘upper room.”’ 

This vision is a vision of the redeemed life in this 
world. Only those of his followers who start from the 
‘upper room”’ of seclusion, ‘‘ far ben’’ with God, are 
ever completely successful in passing through trials to 
triumph. The ‘‘ upper room”’ of ‘‘ the secret place of 
the Most High’’ must ever be the starting-point of 
those who would fill up ‘‘ that which remaineth of the 
sufferings of Christ.’’ 

The view from this other window of the ‘‘ upper 
room”’ is very different. Did you hear them talking 
before they went out? Did you catch the words from 
his lips, ‘‘ Let not your heart be troubled’’? ‘I go 
to prepare a place for you: and if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and receive you unto 
myself'’? So this is to be a parting, and as we look 
out of this other window we may see the whole journey 
from this room to the end, He saddened them here 
by his remark about going away. . Yonder under the 
olives he separates from all but three, who are able 
for a little longer to follow him. On the tree he is 
alone, all have fallen behind, and when they meet 
him again, after the breaking forth from Ue tomb, 
one is lost forever. And from yonder mountain-top 
the clouds received him into glory, never again to be 
seen by any of them in this world, except the beloved 


John, until he ‘‘so come again in like manner’’ to 
meet us all, 
Getting ‘‘ Far Ben” with God 

Do you not see that this ‘‘upper room’’ was the 


starting-point also of the Saviour’s journey home ? 

And is it not so with his followers? The ‘‘ upper 
room’’ is the only satisfactory death chamber. Alas 
for those who are not familiar with the ‘upper 
room’’! Where shall they find a place to die? and 
whither shall they go? But they who set out from 
the ‘‘ upper room,’’ ‘‘the secret place’’ of intimacy 
with the Most High, ‘‘ far ben’’ with God, will rise, 
like him, to the bright glory in the clouds, 

Now he is gone, and another company takes the 
place of that one in the ‘‘upper room.’’ Day after 
day they wait in prayer and in fellowship with each 
other, even more and more ‘‘far ben*’ with God, 
Then a wonderful thing happened. They were all 
with one accord in this one place in prayer, and the 
Spirit comes and the tongues of fire alight upon them 
and a Pentecost comes to this dead world. The new- 
found power sends them forth to ‘tell all the world,”’ 
Jerusalem is stirred, they reach out beyond to Sama- 
ria, the message spreads beyond the seas, the mis- 
sionary wave widens until it engulfs Europe and 
Egypt and far-off India, and then pours adown the 
centuries until it sweeps over us, and laps the most 
distant horizon, and will beat at last upon the farthest 
shores of time. Who can tell the story of the glory 
of that day of Penecostal power? But, do you know, 
we have just looked in upon the place where it began. 
The distributing point of Pentecostal power, the power 
of the dispensation of the Spirit, was the ‘‘ upper 
room.’” 

It is ever so; the ‘‘upper room’’ is the power- 
house of the kingdom of God. Wherever in the 
world one may find things being done for Christ, if 
one trace back the lines of power, they will be found 
to start from some ‘‘upper room.’’ These are days 
of great revivals, Great things are being done, and 
the power of God is falling upon multitudes of men, 
evil men of the world. The power is not in a man, 
not in an organization, not in a great aggregate of in- 
fluences and conditions. It comes from the ‘‘ upper 
room"’ in which the people are called to tarry “ far 
ben’’ with God many days. 
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A recent archeological find that links together 
centuries of history in Bible lands 





A. 


A Message from Babylon’s Oldest Kings 


By Professor Edgar J. Banks, Ph.D. 








OME years ago in the ruin-mound of Abu Habba, 
which conceals the Biblical city of Sippar in 
Northern Babylonia, there was discovered a clay 

cylinder bearing the royal records of Nabonidus, The 
discovery was of unusual interest to the bible student, 
for from Sippar the Assyrian king took people to settle 
in the depopulated city of Samaria, and Nabonidus, 
the last king of Babylon, was the father of the Bibli- 
cal Belshazzar. Of still greater interest was a state- 
ment in the royal records upon the cylinder saying 
that when Nabonidus dug to the foundation of the 
temple of the sun-god at Sippar he found the inscrip- 
tion of Naram-Sin, the son of Sargon, and that no 
man had seen the inscription for 3,200 years. The 
’ scholars were amazed at the statement, for it was diffi- 
cult to believe that a civilized king lived so long ago. 
The date of the reign of Nabonidus was from 555 to 
538 B.C., and if Naram-Sin lived 3,200 years earlier, 
his date must have been about 3750 B.C. 

Then inscriptions from Naram-Sin began to appear 
in other ruins. His image was found cut upon the 
rock in the northern mountains ; vases, tablets, seals 





In this cylinder Nebuchadnezzar records the build- 

ing of the walls and temples of Babylon. The cylin- 

der is eight and one half inches high; the char- 

acters read horizontally across each of the three 

columns, In the latter part of the inscription the 

remarkable statement is made concerningthe founda- 
tion stone of his ancestor Naram-Sin. 


and bricks bearing his name came to light, and at 
Bismya his name appeared upon gold. Even yet we 
are not quite sure whether the statement of Naboni- 
dus is correct ; some scholars claim that he gave to 
Naram-Sin an age tully a thousand years too early. 
That point is yet to be settled. However, if the exca- 
vator could search among the deeper ruins of Sippar 
and find the inscription of Naram-Sin, which Naboni- 
dus says that he saw, it would be as startling a dis- 
covery as any of which the archeologist could tell. 

A similar story may now be told of Nebuchadnez- 
zar and Naram Sin, A day’s journey to the south of 
Babylon is a small mound known to the Arabs as 
Wana Sadoum. So insignificant is it that it has 
scarcely attracted the attention of the explorers. The 
engineers who are engaged in the irrigation project of 
Babylonia employ the large bricks of Nebuchadnezzar, 
which are found in great abundancein mostruins, rather 
than to make new ones, and Arabs were set to work 
to dig the bricks from the mound of Wana Sadoum. 
There they found a buried temple of brick, and as 
they dismantled the temple walls they discovered 
hidden there several large cylinders of clay inscribed 
with the building records of Nebuchadnezzar. 

It was the custom of Nebuchadnezzar, whenever he 


A discovery that amazed scholars was made in 
1881 when a cylinder was unearthed in which 
Nabonidus, King of Babylon, said that he was 
building *on a foundation-stone of his ancestor, 
Naram-Sin, who lived 3200 years earlier than he. 
Nabonidus was the father of, and co-ruler with, 
Belshazzar, whose dramatic end as recorded in 
Daniel marked the passing of the great Babylo- 
nian Empire. Naram-Sin was the son of Sargon, 
the monarch with whom the Babylonian Empire 
probably began. Now there comes to light an 
inscription of Nebuchadnezzar, the great king of 
the Bible history, in which he too speaks of finding 
a stone with the writing of his ancestor Naram- 
Sin. This very stone, which Nebuchadnezzar saw, 
has also been unearthed, and the two ancient 
inscriptions are now in the famous Babylonian 
collection directed by Professor Albert T. Clay 
at Yale University. 


For further light upon these ancient kings and 
what the monuments have revealed concerning 
them, few books will be found more useful to the 
inexpert student than Professor Clay’s * Light on 
the Old Testament from Babel,” which is pub- 
lished by The Sunday School Times Company 
at $2. ; 

These remarkable inscriptions of Nebuchad- 
nezzar and Naram-Sin (which are pictured on this 
page) make most interesting news for the Bible 
student, even though the early date assigned to 
Naram-Sin’s inscription may be quite doubtful. 








erected a new building or restored an old one, to write 
an account of his building operations on a cylinder 
and bury it in the walls for future generations to read. 
Two of these cylinders are before me as I write. The 
larger one measures eight and one-half inches high 
and eighteen in circumference. It is of finely molded 
clay, built up on a potter's wheel like a bottomless 
vase, Its walls are an inch in thickness, and upon 
the inner walls the finger-marks of the potter, run- 
ning spirally about the clay as the wheel revolved, are 
very distinct, The inscription contains one hundred 


and forty-five lines of cuneiform writing in three col- | 


umns running about the cylinder, and each of the 
fifteen hundred or so groups of wedges is as perfect 
as when the inscription left the hands of the ancient 
scribe. 

The inscription begins as do most of the inscrip- 
tions of Nebuchadnezzar, telling who he is and extoll- 
ing his glory to the skies, Instead of attributing these 
words of self-praise to the vanity of the great king, it 
would perhaps be more correct to say that by thus prais- 
ing the king the scribes sought to win his royal favor. 
The opening sentences read : 

«*T am Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon, the 
great, the mighty, the favorite of Marduk, the power- 
ful prince, the beloved of Nabu, the ruler who knows 
not weariness, the protector of the temples Esagil and 
Ezida, who is obedient to Nabu and Marduk his lords, 
who does their bidding, the wise lord, the darling and 
the joy of the heart of the great gods, the first born 
son of Nabopolassar King of Babylon.”’ 

The greater part of the inscription has been pub- 
lished repeatedly, for it has appeared upon other 
cylinders of Nebuchadnezzar. It tells of the building 
of the walls and moats of Babylon, of the construction 
of the temples, not only at Babylon, but at Sippar, 
Ur, Erech, and Larsa, all Biblical cities, and of others 
of his building operations, The latter part of the 
inscription is new, for it was written specially for the 
temple which was constructed in Marad, and which 
the Arabs discovered in the ruins of Wana Sadoum. 
Its translation is as follows : 

‘*At that time in the temple of Lugal-Maradda, my 
lord, in Marad, whose foundation no former king had 
seen since ancient days, I sought and found the an- 
cient foundation stone, and upon the base of Naram- 
Sin, my ancient ancestor, I fixed its foundation. I 
wrote an inscription and my name and placed it 
therein. 

‘«©O Lugal-Maradda, lord of all, hero, look favor- 
ably upon the work of my hands. Grant as a gift a 
life of distant days, an abundance of posterity, security 


to the throne, and a long reign. Smite the evil- 
minded, break their weapons, and devastate all of the 
land of my enemies. Slay all of them. May thy 
fearful weapons, which spare not the foe, stretch forth 
and be sharp for the defeat of my enemies. O may 
they ever be at myside. Intercede for me with Mar- 
duk, lord of heaven and earth, and make my deeds 
appear acceptable,”’ 

In this inscription of Nebuchadnezzar we have a 
statement similar to the statement of Nabonidus, that 
he dug to the foundation of a temple and saw the 
inscription of Naram-Sin, his ancient ancestor. How- 
ever, Nebuchadnezzar does not say how many years 
before his time Naram-Sin lived, and this is unfortu- 
nate, for thus the controversy about the age of that 
early king might have been settled. 

The Arabs who were digging for oricks at Wana 
Sadoum worked their way deeper into the ruins. At 
the very foundation of the temple they came upon a 
round, flat stone of yellowish marble or calcite, about 
four inches thick and twenty in diameter, and in the 
center was a shallowhollow. The stone was probably 
a door-socket, and in the hollow the wooden door- 
post revolved, Neatly cut into one edge of the stone 
about the hollow was an inscription of thirty-eight 
lines, It was the inscription of Naram-Sin, the very 
inscription which Nebuchadnezzar says he saw when 
he dug to the foundation of the temple. It is now in 
the Babylonian collection of Yale University, a collec- 
tion which Professor Albert T. Clay has already made 
one of the most valuable in America. A second 
inscription of Naram-Sin was also found, a dupli- 
cate of the first. Of this one the Arabs have cut away 
the uninscribed parts, for the stone was heavy to 
carry, and the inscription now lies before me at the 
side of the Nebuchadnezzar cylinder. Its translation 
is as follows : 

** Naram-Sin, the mighty king of the four quarters 
of the earth, who subdued nine armies in one year. 
When he overcame those armies he made their three 
kings captive, and brought them before the god En-lil. 
On that day Libit-ili, his son, the governor of Marad, 
built the temple of Lugal-Maradda in Marad. 

‘*May the gods Shamash and Lugal-Maradda de- 





The inscription of Naram-Sin, which Nebuchadnezzar 

says he saw while restoring the temple at Marad, and 

which is now in the Babylonian collection at Yale 

University. The stone is about twelve inches from 

right to left, and some scholars think is more than 
five thousand years old, 


stroy the estate and exterminate the seed of him who 
alters this inscribed stone.”’ 

This is a long inscription from a king of such an- 
cient date, and is of unusual historical importance. 
The city of Marad, which flourished five thousand 
years ago, has been discovered, and its location is 
now fixed upon the map of Babylonia. The name of . 
Libit-ili, a son of Naram-Sin, is added to the list of 
early Babylonian rulers, for he was the governor of 
Marad. Another deity, Lugal-Maradda, is known to 
belong to the Babylonian pantheon. The historical 
accuracy of Nebuchadnezzar’s record is established, 
but most interesting of all is the strange fact that the 
inscription which nearly 2500 years ago Nebuchad- 
nezzar says that he saw has been discovered, and 
Naram-Sin, the author of that inscription, may have 
lived nearly as long before the time of Nebuchadnez- 
zar as Nebuchadnezzar lived before our time. 

GREENFIELD, Mass. 
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Preparing for Two Great Days in Graded Schools 


“ Give your school the best” on World’s Temperance Day and Thanksgiving Day! This is the key-note 
of these suggestions in the Graded Forum, conducted by Mrs. Maud Junkin Baldwin 





A Rural School’s Glad Thanksgiving 


LANS for observing Thanksgiving Day were 
formed at the October meeting of the workers 
of the Cedar Grove Sunday-school. At the 

suggestion of the pastor, it was decided to combine 
the Sunday-school and church service on the Sunday 
preceding, making the combination service one of 
real thanksgiving. ‘The holiday itself they wished to 
make a red-letter day in the community through the 
agency of the Sunday school, in accordance with the 
plan adopted at the beginning of the year, to celebrate 
appropriately all holidays. The result of their care- 
ful planning was manifested in the two memorable 
days a brief account of which follows, 

The service on Sunday began a half-hour later than 
usual, The music committee was careful to select 
for the day hymns of praise and thanksgiving to 
intersperse the service. The service opened with the 
singing of ‘*Count Your Blessings.’’ Prayer was 
offered. The school read in concert the one hundred 
and third Psalm, The usual lesson study period fol- 
lowed, then a few notes on the organ brought the 
school to attention. The screens separating the 
elementary classes were removed, A nod from the 
superintendent to the Beginners teacher brought the 
wee tots to their feet. They repeated their Thanks- 
giving verse, and sang softly, ‘‘ Father, We Thank 
Thee.’’ The primary pupils repeated some of their 
thanksgiving texts. Two of the Junior pupils came 
to the platform in turn, and each told the story of a 
Bible Thanksgiving. 

Here the superintendent announced that the school 
had great reason for thanksgiving in work done by the 
class of secondary division boys. ‘The boys came 
forward at his invitation, and received the Teacher- 
Training diplomas which they had earned by com- 
pleting one of the teacher-training courses, —the first 
class in the school to complete the course, studying 
during the Sunday-school session. 

The Thanksgiving Offering, a special one for home 
missions, for which preparation had been made by 
the missionary committee previously, was received. 
Then a dozen men from the Bible class enumerated 
instances which constituted reason for thanksgiving 
in the temperance fight. The next part of the service 
was in the hands of the pastor—not an address, but 
a season of prayer, during which one after the other 
members of the school expressed to the Father in 
brief sentences causes for gratitude. The spirit of 
worship and reverence which pervaded the meeting 
at the close of this prayer service manifested itself in 
the fervor with which the entire assembly entered in- 
to the singing of ‘* Praise God from Whom All Bless- 
ings Flow’’ which followed, and which, with the 
benediction, completed the service. 

The Thanksgiving Day dinner was held in the 
Grange hall near by, which had been donated for the 
occasion, Decorations were placed by the secondary 
division classes. The community dinner, for which 
of course no charge was made, since each family had 
contributed its share, was in the hands of the Women’s 
Bible class. Very carefully had it been planned. 
Each ‘‘house-mother’’ prepared at home. the arti- 
cles and quantity of food assigned to her. The fam- 
ilies of the community, with any guests who had come 
to spend the day with the ‘‘home folks,’’ gathered 
around the tables at twelve o'clock. Never was 
there a merrier Thanksgiving Day party. Never was 
one more thoroughly enjoyed. The guests pronounced 
it the best homecoming they had ever had, for never 
before in so short a time had they been able to see 
so many old friends and neighbors, 

Many hands made quick work of clearing away the 
remains of the dinner, while others prepared and set 
out on one of the tables the simple luncheon which 
was to serve for the informal evening meal. A pile 
of picnic plates was placed near by, and the. whole 
covered by a big white cloth, and here each one came 
and helped himself when it was time for supper. 

The entire company repaired to the church at 
three o'clock. The men’s class had arranged for an 
instructive address entertainingly delivered ; and this, 
with the music, furnished also by the class, occupied 
the remainder of the afternoon. 

Again in the evening, after supper was eaten and 


those who had been required to go home to attend to 
chores had returned, the people reassembled in the 
church, this time to witness an appropriate historical 
entertainment furnished by the secondary division 
classes, assisted by the teachers of the neighboring 
schools, 

When the workers of the Sunday-school gathered 
for the December meeting, they were sure there had 
never been in the community a more real spirit of 
thanksgiving, nor a more delightfully spent Thanks- 
giving Day.— Martha E. Robison, Bloomsburg, Pa. 


% 
Make World’s Temperance Day Count! 


UR aim in carrying out a World’s Temperance 
Sunday program in the Primary and Junior 
Departments is to enlist boys and girls in the 

Sunday-school Army of Total Abstainers, each one of 
suitable age pledged to give 


My Best SERVICE 


to God and to my fellow-men. Appeal to the heroic 
impulse, strong in these years. 

Preparation.—Prepare as thoroughly and enthusi- 
astically as you prepare for Easter, Children’s Day, 
Rally Day, Christmas. 

An Early Beginning.—In ample time, select Scrip- 
ture texts, music, recitations. Choose only things 
worthy of a permanent place in a child’s memory as a 
lifelong possession. Then drill. ‘Teach texts and 
songs during general exercises on Sundays preceding 
World's Temperance Sunday. 

Co-operation Secured.—Invite your pastor or school 
superintendent to spare time to come and offer a fer- 
vent prayer for temperance—such a prayer as boys 
and girls may understand, and to which they can re- 
spond. If a chalk-talk, object-lesson, or special 
speech is planned, secure the artist. or speaker well in 
advance, and make him feel the importance of the 
occasion and of his opportunity. Nothing short of 
the best is good enough for childhood. 

Good Temperance Music.—Find a solo singer who 
does not ‘‘perform,’’ but who will sing a message 
straight from the heart. Get such a singer to make 
in melody his appeal for total abstinence and for 
heroic temperance effort. Children appreciate the 
best, if only that best be simple. Practise before- 
hand, till learned ‘*by heart,’’ stirring temperance 
songs. Best of all are the standard war-songs of the 
church, explained and concretely applied to the tem- 
perance warfare. 

Decorations.—Flowers, flags in profusion, and 
some carefully selected temperance posters, will show 
the character of the occasion, and create the convic- 
tion that Temperance Day stands high in the Sunday- 
school calendar of red-letter days. 

Have a ‘* Temperance Corner.’’ Here display a 
beautiful colored wall-pledge, with strings of signed 
pledge-cards attached. Drape pledges with flags, in- 
dicating that temperance is patriotism. Exhibit also 
samples of temperance hand-work ; collections of tem- 
perance clippings, pictures, etc., made by Juniors, 
Older Juniors are quite equal to drawing the ‘ wet 
and dry’’ map of state or United States. Artistic 
boys and girls may enlarge and color temperance car- 
toons, Use all the talent available. 

Enlisting Parents and Friends.—On the preceding 
Sunday send the children home charged with the en- 
thusiastic message, ‘* Next Sunday is World’s Tem- 
perance Sunday—Come!'’’ Invite father, mother, 
grandfather, grandmother. Even the baby will be 
welcome. Never mind if some are too young to 
understand. Feeling, not understanding, is the para- 
mount influence in childhood. Create a temperance 
atmosphere, make it tonic and bracing. Its effect 
will be powerful and permanent upon many who feel 
it, even though they do not understand everything 
upon the program. 

Participation in Program.—Use everybody. some- 
where,—in song, chorus, recitation,. Scripture texts, 
reciting of memorized pledges. . Even Beginners may 
be enlisted to help, not to perform. Two lines to be 
spoken by. a tiny tot may bring father and mother to 
hear the whole of'a convincing temperance service. 

Zemperancé Truth.—The heart of the service is 


here. Present it to the eye, in chalk-talk, object- 
lesson, picture, chart, cartoon, or poster. Prepare 
especially for the Juniors, who are capable of receiv- 
ing substantial matter. Primary children absorb much 
from the atmosphere. 

Pledge-Signing.— Encourage Juniors, and those 
able to do so understandingly and conscientiously, to 
memorize and sign the pledge. Use an attractive 
card, beautiful and inspiring. A child's pledge, to be 
memorized and repeated by those too young for sign- 
ing, is supplied. When Juniors sign, Primary chil- 
dren often desire to sign too, Recognize their pur- 
pose by givirig each Primary learner of the child's 
pledge the pledge-card, to be tied on with a white 
ribbon bow. 

One Primary superintendent recognizes the memo- 
rizing of the child’s pledge, with its accompanying 
Scripture texts, by making the card in the elementary 
colors, —writing the pledge in white ink on a green 

card,—the name of the learner at the top. To illus- 
trate ; 
Robert Malcolm’s Pledge 


** My body is a temple, 
To God it does belong; 
Ile bids me keep it for his use, 
He wants it pure and strong. 


** Whatever harms my body 
I must not use at all; 
Tobacco is one harmful thing, 
Another, alcohol.’’ 


*¢ Into my mouth they shall not go; 
When tempted 1 will answer ‘ No !’ 
And every day I’}l watch and pray, 
‘Lord, keep me pure and strong alway.’ ’’ 


These pledge-cards in the elementary colors, strung, 
together with green and white ribbon, make a peauitir 
ful decoration in the temperance corner. 

Supplies. —Secure pledge-cards from. your own ‘dee 
nominational headquarters, or from the International 
Sunday School Association, Chicago. Green and 
white children’s pledges may be prepared by teachers, 

A good number of songs, mottoes, and recitations’ 
may be found in ‘‘Graded Temperance Helps,’’. sup- 
plied by W. H. Dietz, 20 East Randolph St., Chicago ; 
to cents, Make your own collection of these things in 
a temperance scrap-book. 

Alphabet of Temperance Scripture Texts.—Consult 
the temperance section of the report of the Interna.’ 
tional Sunday School Convention of 1914. Secure a 
copy from the International office, Chicago. 

‘acts. —Get the temperance supplies of your own 
denomination. Find clippings, items from a temper- 
ance paper such as the Union Signal, Evanston, IIL. 
and from the Anti-Saloon League Year-book, Wester- 
ville, Ohio ; such items often may be adapted to the 
use of Junior and Primary children, 

Posters. —Secure posters from (1) Presbyterian Tem- 
perance Board, Conestoga Building, Pittsburgh, Pa, 
Little dodgers to correspond are also published ; these 
dodgers may be carried home to parents. (2) Anti- 
Saloon League, Westerville, Ohio.—Z//ah Foster 
Stevens, Alton, Il. 
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Teaching the Little Ones Self-Control 


EACHERS with experience think that it is never 
too early to begin teaching self-control. <A 
lesson | learned when my sister’s baby first 

came helped me in Cradle Roll talks with young 
mothers. I told them how dictatorial I thought the 
nurse was when she forbade me to run every time the 
baby cried and pick him up. He was so dear and 
cunning, I welcomed any excuse to hold him in my 
arms, but the nurse wouldn’t have it. She said, 
‘*Baby must learn not to cry when he wants to be 
taken up. He is perfectly comfortable, and must not 
cry for his own way.’’ I often rebelled inwardly, but 
later had reason to be glad for her firmness. From 
the very beginning he knew that a display of temper 
didn’t secure the thing he wanted, and the first lesson 
in self-control had been given. We overcame his 
fear of the bath and of the dark in the same way 
Some folks think it is all foolishness to be so firm at 
first, but who shall say how early habits are formed? 
(Continued on page 601) 














— 








LESSON FOR OCT. 18 (Mark 14: 32-42) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


595 





LESSON 3. OCTOBER I8. 


Golden Text: Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.—Matthew 26 : 4I 





The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


HOSE people who were caught in Europe between 
the lines of the armies when this war broke out 
had a hard time to get out, didn’t they? Now 

tell us what is the thing which attracts so many peo- 
le of the United. States to traveling in Europe? 
Just like to ‘‘go somewhere”? That may accouat 
or some of them. Because it’s fashionable? Well, 
that wouldn’t account for very many, either; for 
most travelers are not fashionable people. No, a 
large partof the secret of the fascination is the desire 
to see and be on the actual spot on this earth where 
great things have happened and great men and 
women have lived or acted out the supreme act of 
their lives. You cannot help feeling a thrill when 
you go into a place like the Tower of London, and 
lock upon the very armor worn by Henry VIII, or 
stand in Whitehall and recall the scenes that took 
place there when England’s monarchy bowed before 
the Puritans under Cromwell. You climb the stone 
steps in the walls of the tower of the Plaza Vecchio 
in Fiovenss, and stand in a tiny cell three hundred 
feet above the city, where Savonarola was impris- 
oned. and look out of a six-inch slit in a four-foot 
stone wall. Now you begin to know what this saint, 
hero, and reformer endured for the faith. It is partly 
this that draws us to the old countries. And of all 
laces on the globe the Holy Land is the most sacred, 
or here the people of the Bible lived and wrought. 
Here Jesus walked and spoke. What spots on earth 
can compare with Bethlehem, Gethsemane, Calvary ? 
In this lesson we learn how, in this quiet and retired 
spot, Jesus fought the greatest interior battle of his 
life, and conquered for our sakes, 


The Teacher's Preparation 
(The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times.] 


No one thing will prepare the teacher for this les- 


soh’ better than a most attentive reading of the 
account of this garden scene as it is given ‘n -he first 
three Gospels, as Dr. Thomas’ prefatory paragraph 
suggests. A study of the photographs in the stere- 
opticon will help to make the scene real. See if you 
can sketch the main outlines of the city of Jerusalem 
roughly on the blackboard or on paper, and show the 
movements of Jesus from Bethany to the city and 
out to the garden. If you can, you will make the 
situation far more real. Remember Jesus wasa man 
of flesh, and enacted his soul's battle amid physical 
things just as we do. Too often our Lord’s human 
battles are made toseem not human. Their sacred- 
ness should not be allowed to dissipate their reality. 
The great query in most young minds will be why 
age suffered so keenly. Was he afraid? It should 

e made very plain that it was not physical fear at 
all, but something far worse. Mr. Ridgway's sugges- 
tion in paragraph 3 and Dr. Thomas’ suggestions in 
Monday and Tuesday studies give the true line of 
explanation, It was the horror of a pure soul’s taking 
the shame of the foul and the impure. Every illus- 
tration on this line that can be used will be valuable. 
There is something about this passage which will in 
itself attract and hold attention. 


The Class in Session 

The minute details of the last evening of Jesus’ 
earthly life are not given to us, by which we may 
be sure that they are not vitally important. The 
Paschal Supper was begun gory! soon after six 
o'clock, The supper and all that took place at it 
must have taken considerable time. Judas left the 
room with the intention of bringing the soldiers. Mr. 
Gordon suggests that this gave Jesus a chance to 
talk more freely to his friends (paragraphs 1-3). Then 
they leave the upper room an go out to the garden, 
It may well be that some of these great words of 
Jesus (John 14-17) took place during this walk, as Mr, 
Gordon (paragraph 4) suggests, or just before it, as 
Dr. Riddle thinks (prefatory paragraph). His des- 
tination was a garden on the Mount of Olives, of 
whose exact location we are not certain (Dr. Riddle, 
ar 3; Dr. Mackie, 1; and Monday study). 
‘his removal from the supper-room to the garden 
was for a little longer period of privacy before Judas’ 
arrival with the soldiers. It was now more than 
likely nearly midnight. Jesus intends to meet this 
crisis, as he met all the crises of his life, in prayer. 
He knows that he must meet it alone, but he feels 
the need of sympathy and companionship (Mr. Ridg- 
way, paragraph 1), so he leaves the eight disciples 
nearer the entrance, and: takes with him the three 
chosen friends (Dr. Riddle, v. 33) who have been 


Mark 14 : 32-42. Commit verses 34-36 


Read Matthew 26 : 36-56 


32 And they came unto!a place which was named Geth- 
semane : and he saith unto his disciples, Sit ye here, while I 
pray. 33 And he taketh with him Peter and oFames and John, 
and began to be greatly amazed, and sore troubled. 34 And 
he saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto 
death : abide ye here, and watch. 35 And he went forward a 
little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were pos- 
sible, the hour might pass away from him. 36 And he said, 
Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee ; remove this 
cup from me: howbeit not what I will, but what thou wilt. 
z And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto 

eter, Simon, sleepest thou? couldest thou not watch one 
hour? 38 8 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion : the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 39 
And again Se went away, and prayed, saying the same words. 
40 And again he came, and found them sleeping, for their 
eyes were very heavy ; and they knew not what to answer him. 
4t And he cometh the third time, and saith unto them, *Sleep 
on now, and take your rest: it is enough ; the hour is come ; 
behold, the Son of man is 5 betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
42 Arise, let us be going : behold, he that 5 betrayeth me is at 
hand. 

1Gr an enclosed piece of greque. 20r, Jacob *%Or, Watch ye, 
and pray that ye enter not * Or, Do ye sleep on, then, and take your 
vest? © Or, delivered him up 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
er of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times] 


Verse 32.—Who were meant by ‘“‘they’’? Where was 
Gethsemane, and why did Jesus go there? (Riddle, 3, 
and v. 32; Gordon, 1-6; Mackie, 1-2; Visiting the Les- 
son Scenes ; Thomas, Monday study.) 

Verse 33.—Why did Jesus choose Peter and James and 
John to be with him at this time? What was probably the 
occasion of Jesus’ amazement, and why was he ‘sore 
troubled ’’? (Riddle; Gordon, 7-10; Ridgway, 1, 2; 
Thomas, Monday; Miss Patterson, 4.) 

Verse 34.—Did Jesus mean that he was in danger of dy- 
ing? Just what was meant bythe command to ** watch ”’ ? 
(Riddle ; Ridgway, 3; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 35.—What was the significance of Jesus’ prayer 
that ‘‘the hour might pass away from him ’’? (Riddle ; 
Thomas, Tuesday and Wednesday ; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 36.—What does **Abba’’ mean? What did 
Jesus mean by ‘‘this cup,’? and why did he pray that it 
might be removed ? (Riddle; Gordon, 11-15 ; Ridgway, 4 ; 
Mackie, 3; Thomas, Tuesday and Wednesday ; Class in 
Session, 2.) 

Verse 38.—What sort of temptation did Jesus probably 
refer to here? Did Jesus excuse them when he said, ‘* the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak ’’ ? (Riddle ; 
Thomas, Thursday and Friday.) 

Verse 41.—What did Jesus mean when he said, ‘It is 
enough; the hour is come’’? Into the hands of what 


‘sinners’? was Jesus about to be betrayed? (Riddle; 


‘Thomas, Friday.) 

Verse 42.—How can Jesus’ command, * Arise, let us be 
going,’’ be explained, in view of what he had just said, 
** Sleep on now, and take your rest’’? (Riddle; ‘Thomas, 
Friday.) 








selected on special occasions before. They goa little 
farther, and he asks the three to watch, possibly to 
prevent a surprise by Judas and the soldiers. 

We are amazed at the fierceness and intensity of 
his agony. We banish at once the thought that it 
was physical fear. It was an anguish of soul (Dr. 
Riddle, v. 34; Tuesday study). It was the recoil of 
a soul which was sinless and spotless from the shame 
of acriminal’s death. It was the involuntary draw- 
ing back from the hideous injustice of it. Mr. Ridg- 
way suggests that parents who have suffered for 
wayward children know what it is (paragraph 3), and 
that we cannot at all understand it until we begin to 
grasp what szz actually is (paragraph 4). Wednes- 
day’s study suggests still another view of his agony. 
Some sentence or two the disciples must have heard 
ere they fell asleep. The figure of the cup (Dr. 
Mackie, paragraph 4) is used for the fearful sorrow 
that envelops him. The glory of that prayer is that 
it is a victory of his will to sacrifice himself over his 
inclination not to; a determination to accept his 
Father's wish in the place of his own. Meantime 
Peter and James and John had gone tosleep, and Jesus 
comes and finds them so. He reproves tnem (Dr. 
Riddle, vs. 37, 38), and gives once more his oft- 
repeated warning that watching and prayer must go 
hand-in-hand (Thursday study). Again the agony 
of surrender comes to him, and again ‘‘he went 
&way and prayed, saying the same words."" A sec- 
ond time he found them sleeping, and they were un- 
able to frame any excuse (Dr. Riddle, v. 40). ‘The 
battle was extended to a third prayer, and this seems 


IN THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE | 
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to give him an assured calm, so that from this mo- 
ment he is complete victor, and ee to think only 
of others and not any more of himself. He wakes 
the sleeping disciples with the announcement that 
his betrayer is at hand (Dr. Riddle, vs. 40-42, and 
Friday study), 


A Lesson Summary 

The very essence of the Christian faith is that 
Christ gave himself for us. The words are very sim- 
ple, and the fact is largely unexplainable. But in 
giving up one’s self the fact is always the same, that 
we give up our own wish and will to a higher One. 
In one sense we may say that Jesus never wanted to 
die the shameful death of the cross. He was tempted 


in all points like as we are. But he did choose to do 


what was the Father's will ahead of his own prefer- 
ences, and this was the Father’s will. Therefore he 
did actually prefer to die this death because it was 
right and it was his Father’s wish and way. His 
acquiescence was thorough, complete, and even joy- 
ful. It was a complete victory. Sacrifice or self- 
sacrifice is never a pleasant and an easy thing at the 
moment of it. The man who chooses to take the 
hardships of an exacting ministry may really prefer 
an entirely different work, yet he may gladly give a 
lifetime to service because it is right, and because he 
feels that God has called him to do this, The essen- 
tial feature of Jesus’ passion in Gethsemane is the 
essential fact of any true Christian experience. Some- 
where, over something, my natural inclination comes 
in conflict with what is right and what the Father 
wishes, and there is my Gethsemane and my victory 
and peace or my defeat and restlessness. ‘If any 
man would come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross and follow me.” 


Questions for Class Use 

1. Why did Jesus take Peter and James and John with 
him ? 

2. Why did he ask them to ‘‘ watch’’? 

3- What was the cause of Jesus’ great sorrow of soul ? 

4. How did he triumph over his agony ? 

5. Give an illustration in everyday life of a similar 
triumph, 

6. What may we learn from the fact that the same prayer 
was uttered three times ? 

7. What great principles of prayer may we learn from 
this hour of Jesus’ life ? 


Other Teaching Points 

In a crisis, Jesus planned very carefully for time to pray, 
and he offset the confusion of the morrow by the peace of 
to-day. ‘his is a mighty lesson for people who complain 
of being over-driven. 

Jesus shows us how to meet a great grief or sorrow. He 
prepares himself to meet it; he prepare: to rise to it and 
not succumb to it. 

That was a real battle that Jesus fought out. He prayed 
himself to a point where he was willing to do what he did 
not prefer. His will to obey triumphed over the instinct 
of self-preservation. 

Self-preservation may be the first law of animal nature, 
but it was not the first law for Christ, nor is it for any man 
who is a true Christian. F 

Jesus gives us here a pattern for our own prayers when 
in a great crisis. God’s will, chosen and willed, brings 
peace and self-control. 

The disciples’ lack of sympathy not only hurt Jesus’ feel- 
ings, but actually imperiled his needed hour of peace. We 
need to watch and pray for the sake of others as well as for 
ourselves, 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lessor 
(Jesus and Judas, Matt, 26 : 14-25, 47-50; 27 : 3-10.) 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson, ‘he suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigned in advance by the teacher.] 

A truly depraved character is alway’ more or less 
of a mystery; it is both abnormal and terrible. How 
could it be possible that Judas could have lived with 
— for possibly three years and think so lightly of 

im that he would betray him? ‘The question is 
almost unanswerable. It is a sample of how fearful 
sin may become if allowed to grow unchecked. 


1. What may have led Judas to open himself to a bribe ? 
2. Wiy is a traitor especially despicable ? 
3- Why did Jesus not denounce Judas when he knew 
him to be false ? 

4. What may we learn from Judas’ sudden awakening ? 
5. See if you can discover in the lesson 

A balk. 

A strict censorship, 

A bad noise. 

A surprised man. 


Evanston, ILL. 
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The Calvary Suffering Begun 


By S. D. Gordon 


HEY remain about the supper table talkin 
etly but intensely. Judas had gone out. Then 
it was the Master opened up his inner heart 

and talked freely,more freely than before. Hecouldn’t 
until Judas had gone out. 

If he doesn’t talk to you as freely as you wish you 
might look around in some of the shadowy corners 
and see if any ragged remnants of — remain ; 
any of the old selfishness in control. hese restrain 
him. 

Back and forth in freest intercourse of dear friends 
they talk; they asking their puzzled questions, he 
answering, as far as they can understand. They 
are troubled over this talk of his going away. He 
tells how not to be troubled. So they talk, heart-to- 
heart, around the table, John leaning onthe Master's 
bosom, and Peter not much farther off (John 13: 31 
to 14: 31). 

Then they sing a hymn. How we would have 
liked to hear him sing! Then they go out. The 
hush of the evening broods, with a deeper hush in 
their hearts, as they walk across the city toward the 
gate on the east. ‘The full moon shining on the 
huge brass vine of the temple starts him talking 
again,—‘‘I am the true vine.” 

Now they are in the narrower, darkly-shaded 
lanes, and the deepening shadows enter into his talk 
(John 15: 16), Then out in the open, under the 
blue, perhaps just at the little Brook Kidron he looks 
upward, and talks out to the Father (John 17). 

And now they have entered the grove of gnarled 
old olives Already it is late, and the disciples settle 
themselves under the trees for rest. Jesus quietly, 
by look or touch or word, tells the inner three to come 
with him, 

And they go'deeper in among the shadowed trees. 
The natural longing for fellowship and human sym- 
pathy 1s strong within him. Yet he feels that they 
cannot enter into the strain of spirit that is felt com- 
ing on. ‘They cannot understand yet. He is alone 
in his inner heart, and will be alone actually, still it 
will be a comfort to have them within reach. 

How shall we speak of Jesus here? Son of God, 
God the Son; Son of man, God a man; very God of 
very God, very man of very man. Here under these 
trees the human stands out strongly, pathetically. 
On the morrow he is to come into a new sort of con- 
tact with sin; and’ his pure soul shrinks from such 
contact. 

In some terrible sense quite beyond words, he is, 
in Paul’s phrase, to be made sin. He knew no sin 
by personal choice or act, yet he is to be treated as 
sin. And the horror of it is entering into his spirit 
as the hours wear on towara the fateful morrow. 

This is the agony of Gethsemane : not a shrinking 
back from doing the Father’s plan; not a shrinking 
back from the item of death; but the shrinking of his 
pure soul from this nightmare horror of sin in the 
terrible intimacy of contact that was coming. 

Now he is alone among the trees. Now hekneels. 
Now he is prostrate. And the sore stress of spirit 
holds him hard, A sentence of his prayer reaches 
our ears; ‘Oh, my Father, 7 7? de Posszb/e, let this 
cup pass": if thy great plan for the world can be 
done without this—this awful contact with awful 
sin. 

The atmosphere of sin so close seems to stifle him. 
The dust of death seems choking in his throat. And 
an angel comes. With what awe must he have min- 
istered ! Now he is steadier again. The very hor- 
ror of what is coming heips steady him. But the 
inner strain is no whit less. Even now a bit of his 
red life falls to the ground. Already the earth is 
feeling the fertilizing touch of his great sacrifice. 

Now he rises and walks back to where he had left 
the three. Was there a longing for the touch of a 
human hand? the reach-out of human sympathy ? 
the mere act of walking would steady his brain and 
nerves under the terrible mental strain. 

After a bit another snatch of prayer reaches our 
ears, ‘‘Oh, my Father, since this cup may it pass 
away”; since only through this experience for me 
can thy great plan be worked out, I yield myself 
even to this, that so thy will of love for men may be 
accomplished. . 

There on his knees alone came the nearest realiza- 
tion thus far of what the morrow would mean; there 
came the determination once again renewed, in face 
of the terrific cost involved renewed, that his Father’s 
will should be the law of his life; there came the vic- 
tory once again, as now he turns to face the crowd 
and the soldiers, under the lead of the traitor. 

The battle of the cross was fought out under the 
olives. Gethsemane was the near anticipation of 
Calvary. There he realized the closest yet what the 
morrow would mean of suffering. There he gave 
himself in spirit for our sins; on the morrow he gave 
himself in fact. 


qui- 


*« Into the woods my Master went, 
Clean forspent, forspent ; 
Into the woods my Master came, 
Forspent with love and shame. 
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But the olives they were not blind to him ; 
The little gray leaves were kind to him; 
The thorn tree had a mind to him, 

When into the woods he came, 


** Out of the woods my Master went, 
And he was wed content; 
Out of the woods my Master came, 
Content with death and shame. 
When death and shame would woo him last, 
From under the trees they drew him last ; 
’Twas on a tree they slew him—last, 
When out of the woods he came.’’ 


How little these discipies knew of what was going 
on! But how little we seem to know even yet of 
what was going on. They could sleep in Geth- 
semane, And some of us can sleep, even after Cal- 
vary. 

New York CITY, 

b 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


1a accounts of Luke and John make it probable 

that a prediction of Peter’s denial followed the 

institution of the Lord’s Supper. ‘The long 

farewell discourse in John 14-17 was probably spoken 
in the — room. Matthew and Mark place a pre- 
diction of Peter’s denial, probably a second one, on 
the way to Gethsemane. 

Time.—On the late evening of Thursday, April 6, 
A.D. 30. 

Gethsemane.—The name means *‘ oil-press.” It was 
a ‘* garden ”’ (John), that is, a sort of pleasure ground 
on the western slope of the Mount of Olives, across 
the brook Kidron from Jerusalem. Such ‘‘ gardens” 
were common, and this one probably belonged to 
some acquaintance of Jesus, since he ‘‘ ofttimes re- 
sorted thither’ (John). ‘The site now pointed out is 
probably near the actual one, though Robinson places 
the exact site farther-up the ridge. The olive-trees 
now there are very old, but scarcely of the first cen- 
tury, since Titus had all the trees in the neighbor- 
hood of Jerusalem felled during the siege of the 
city. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 32.—Z7hey come: Jesus and the elever dis- 

ciples.—Gethsemane ; See above. 

erse 33.—Peler and James and John: These 
three disciples were most intimate with Jesus. James 
and John were sons of Salome, who was probably the 
sister of our Lord's mother (John 19: 25). The three 
had been with him in the Mount of Transfiguration, 
and in this hour of sorrow and trouble they were 
naturally chosen to be closest to their suffering Mas- 
ter.—Greatly amazed and sore troubled: There 
seems to have been a special weight of sorrow on 
Jesus in Gethsemane, and a sense of being for- 
saken. 

Verse 34.—My sou/: His human soul.—Zven unto 
death: His sorrow would have been fatal, but angelic 
ministrations sustained him (Luke 22: 43).— Watch: 
As if in sympathy with him. 

Verse 35.—Zhe hour might pass away from him: 
The specific conflict of that hourinthe garden. From 
this his human nature shrank. It is generally held 
that this special trial was due to his suffering for sin- 
ners. 

Verse 36.—Abba, Father: ‘‘ Abba,” in the dialect 
ot the time, meant ‘‘ Father.’ The twoterms became 
liturgical (Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:6).— 77s cup: Acom- 
mon figure for suffering. Why the suffering of that 
hour should be so intense as to call forth this prayer 
has been much discussed. The request was not 
granted, but strength to endure was given. 

Verse 37.—Simon: Peter is addressed by his or- 
dinary name, not that afterward given him, as one 
of the twelve. 

Verse 38,—Enter not intc lemptation : The special 
temptation was that of forsaking their Master.— 7he 
Spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak: The 
two terms ‘‘spirit” and ‘‘ flesh” are not strictly equiv- 
alent to ‘‘mind” and ‘‘ body,” though allied there- 
with. Theclause is not so much an excuse for the 
disciples’ sleeping, as a warning to watch and pray. 

Verses 40, 41.— They knew not whattoanswer him: 
The sleep was not deep, and was caused by weari- 


ness and sorrow (Luke).—S/leep on now, and take. 


your rest; This implies an interval of rest, since 
nothing remained for them todo, But the marginal 
rendering, ‘‘Do ye sleep on, then, and take your 
rest ?” does not call for any interval.—// zs enough: 
This implies the end of the interval, if there was one, 
or suggests the end of watching with him.—7ze hour 
zs come: The hour of the betrayal.—/n/o the hands 
of sinners: **Sinners” in general, but probably with 
some reference to his enemies, the rulers. Many find 
in the phrase the thought of his vicarious sufferings. 

Verse 42.—Arise, let us be going: This suggests 
haste, and seems to oppose the view of an interval of 
rest, as suggested by the usual interpretation of verse 
41. But if that verse is a question no difficulty arises, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Sympathy.— Si? ye here, while J pray (32). ‘‘ Here.” 
Close by. One must go into the supreme places of 
life alone. But it is a wonderful lot of comfort to 
have the loved ones near by (Prov. 27:19). AsI 
walk the hall all night with every tooth singing the 
neuralgic song of the torture chamber, it is good to 
know there are dear ones near by, even though 
asleep. When you call upon some friend who is 
going through the waters, don’t try to ‘‘think up 
something to say.” ‘There is nothing to say. There 
is alot to fee/, The fact of your being there with 
tears in your eyes and a tremble in your voice is 
enough, Jesus was a man, and he loved men and 
wanted men near him all his life. Jesus wants his 
friends next to him. He wants you right in the inner 


cirele. In old times neighbors used to take turns in 
sitting up with the sick just to be there through the 
long and tedious night. That was sympathy, and 


what the human heart craves. The trained nurse 
cannot fill the place no matter how kind and gentle. 
Jesus had a man’s heart and wanted his friends. 


We Countrymen !—And he taketh with him Peter 
and James and John (v.33). Hischums. One of the 
most amazing things to me, and to those big fellows 
up at Jerusalem, is that when Goc put on flesh and 
came to earth he selected these up-country fishermen 
as his intimates. ‘There were just as fine folks in 
Jerusalem then as there are nowinanycity. ‘* What! 

ass over us?” Yea, verily. Heaven, of course, 

nows the best timber is grown and seasoned out 
among the fields and hills. There are few men in 
high places who themselves, father or grandfather, 
did not come to town from up among the hills of 
‘*Galilee.” Mr. Wanamaker, the Philadelphia mer- 
chant, said to me one day, ‘‘ Of the firms in Philadel- 
phia who were in business when I began, over fifty 
vears ago, how many do you suppose are still in ex- 
istence ?”” I could not guess. ‘ fast six,” he added. 
To be sure, we boys of ‘'Galilee” are far from per- 
fect. Peter, James, and John in some particulars 
were poor sticks (Matt. 26: 74; Lukeg: 54). Buta 
countryman can be taught. Up in ‘‘ Galilee” we all 
gotochurch. The ‘‘ Rabbi” isa big man. We are 
thinkers. Are open to impressions. No wonder the 
Master chose our sort for his three insiders, 


What Kills.—J/y sou/ is exceeding sorrowful (v. 
34). The sin of a world, your sin and my sin, was 
omhim to'crush him. Only certain people can under- 
stand something of the mystery of the garden. Those 
parents who suffer for the sins of their children know 
Theefather of that son who has 
dragged his good name in the dirt, the mother of 
that daughter who—well, she knows! May you never 
know the weight of that word ‘‘exceeding.” To be 
sorrowful is a load sufficient. No one but a Christ 
can live under the ‘texceeding sorrow.” This is the 
‘‘ why ?” of the pistol, the gas jet, the river, the drug 
store. Listen! Christ went into the garden to save 
all that for you and forevery man and woman. Why 
not come to the great Heart of the garden and escape 
the ‘‘exceeding sorrow”’—and the death (Rom. 6: 
23). As your paper comes every day this week, keep 
a tally of those who go down under the ‘‘ exceeding 
sorrow.” It willsurprise you. Yet not one but would 
have waited ‘‘until the morrow, when the present 
sorrow will lie down and rest,” had they but known 
the Man of Sorrows who here in the garden bore it all 
for them (Gal. 1: 4; Rom. 8; 39). 


Awfulness of Sin.— Remove this cue 
Before ether and the ‘‘sleepy stu 
ordinary men calmly faced pain and agony. 
Christ was not afraid of the nails of the cross. He 
was afraid he would not get there. That engineer 
who is ready to go into the ditch with his engine, that 
captain who is ready to go down with his ship, has 
only a single cargo of life for a single trip. Jesus 
had entrusted to him cargoes of life for the ages. He 
knew that he alone could save them. He did not 
want to die before he could reach the cross and bring 
the race through the storms of hell into the harbor of 
salvation. The reason some folks cannot understand 
Gethsemane is because they cannot understand sin. 
Nor the tremendous undertaking Heaven had in con- 
quering it. Satan has so blinded eyes that men never 
appreciate what an awful thing sin is until they get 
into the incurable ward, the jail, the asylum, the 
wrecked home, the morgue. Or until the forked 
lightning of it strikes our own fireside. The morning 
paper is one continuous sixteen-page song of sin. 
Alas, it has become as familiar as the honk and the 
smell and the dust of the auto, But Jesus could see 
into hearts and homes all down the centuries, and he 
was afraid (Matt. 15: 19; John 8 : 34-44; Matt. 24: 
51). 


The Angel of the Garden.—He went away, and 
prayed (v.39). Two things always go together in the 
economy of Heaven. Prayer, and angel visits. We 
learn from Luke (22: 43) that a heavenly friend came 
while the earthly friends failed—and slept. Christ 
had an angel to strengthen him. The same angel 
comes.to the rest of us. Weare not told his name, 


rom me (v. 36). 
’ thousands’ of 
So 


LESSON FOR OCT. 18 (Mark 14 : 32-42) 


I have named him the Gethsemane angel, or The 
Angel of the Garden. I have often wondered the 
world has not made more of him. We hear lots of 
Gabriel and his horn. Also the angels of the chil- 
dren. But who thinks about, talks about, or preaches 
about the Angel of the Garden? That angel God 
sends to us in our ‘‘ exceeding sorrow.” ‘The angel 
who stays the trouble. The angel who gives us the 
strength to play the man. Never a martyr awaiting 
the torture but the Gethsemane angel was in the 
dungeon with him. Never a missionary awaiting 
the crown but the Angel of the Garden was side by 
side. ‘I don’t know what it was,” said Uncle Billy, 
‘*but something just gave me the strength to pull 
through.” That ‘‘something” was the Gethsemane 
angel (Dan. 4: 13; Psa. 34: 7; Luke 16: 22). 
COATESVILLE, PA, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 
of material, and the year's lesson calendar, will be sent for 
a two-cent stamp. ; 


What to Know Well.— Watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation (Golden Text). The presi- 
dent of a bank, when asked by a young clerk how he 
could distinguish the bad bills from the good, said, 
‘Get familiar with the good bills, and you will 
recognize the bad bills at sight.” By watchfulness 
and prayer we can so familiarize ourselves with the 
good that we shall recognize evil the instant it ap- 
pears, and thus avoid entering into temptation.— 
From The Expositor. Adapted and sent by the Rev. 
T. DeCourcy Rayner, Hamilton, Ont., Canada. 


The Little Peril.— Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation (Golden Text). One of the 
men who accompanied Commodore Peary to the 
North Pole has since been drowned in a canoe 
in some waters near his home. After escaping the 
perils of cracks in the polar ice, and giving the most 
human account of the dash to the north, George 
Borup lost his life in what he must have consid- 
ered quite a negligible peril, compared with those he 
had passed through. Itis.so in the moral life. Souls 
that can brave successfully the big outstanding perils 
are often the victims of the small ones. A tempta- 
tion to be dishonorable in a big matter is easily over- 
come ; but many yield to the temptation to be unduly 
angry over. small things.—From the ‘' Sunday at 
Home.”’ Sent. by Ek. B. Gemmill, Pakenham, 
Canada. 


How Do We Pray ?— 1d he said, ... howbeit not 
what 1 will, but what thou wilt (v. 36). 


‘¢ 1 wonder what are the prayers I pray, 
As seen from the other side. 
I am still petitioning day by day 
For something that is denied. 


‘‘Some gift I am certain would make life sweet, 
And help me to grow in grace ; 
Would nerve my heart, and would speed my feet 
For running the Christian race. * 


‘*] would give some service that is not asked, 
I would say what my work should be, 
I would not mind how severely tasked, 
Did the choice but remain with me. 


‘*So I miss the power that can surely save, 
When I pray—as I have begun 
So often, ‘Give me the thing I crave’; 
So seldom, ‘ Thy will be done.’’’ 


—From Benjamin George Ambler, in Record of 
Christian Work, Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boon- 
wille, N. Y. 


Afraid of My Will.—No? what J will, but what 
thou wilt (v. 36). In the noon prayer-meeting not 
long ago a good sister prayed, ‘* Lord, we're afraid of 
our wills; we're afraid to do our wills for fear of the 
consequences; teach us thy will!” There was some- 
thing striking about that prayer. The majority of 
people, including even some professed Christians, 
are afraid of God’s will rather than their own.— From 
Spring Grove Ripplet. Sent by Louise Sprenkei, 
York, Pa. 


Children and Flowers.— Not what J will, but what 
thou wilt (v. 36). Some prayers God cannot answer; 
they would not be for our good. During the Indian 
mutiny, outside the city of Lucknow, an English 
child was playing with her nurse. The rebels were 
coming, and a brave soldier dashed out of the city 
gate, picked up the child, and got back into safety. 
At great risk of his life he had saved the little one, 
but no amount of persuasion availed to get the little 
girl to kiss her deliverer. ‘* You took me away from 
the flowers,” she said.—From The British Weekly. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, Eng* 


The Jewels.— Not what J will, but what thou wilt 
fv. 36). Accertain rabbi had two sons, whom both 
he and his wife tenderly loved. Duty obliged the 
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rabbi to take a journey toa distant country. Durin 

his absence his two promising boys sickened anc 
died. The grief-stricken mother laid them out on 
their bed, drew the curtain, and waited anxiously for 
her husband. He came; it was night. ‘* How are 
my boys?” was his first question, ‘‘ Let me see 
them.” ‘*Stay a while,” said his wife, ‘‘I am in 
trouble, and I want your advice. Some years ago a 
friend lent me some jewels. I took care of them, and 
at last began to prize them as my own, Since your 
departure my friend has called for them, but I did 
not like to part with them. Shall I give them up?” 
‘* Wife! what strange request is this? Give them 
up, and that instantly, this very night. Show me 
the jewels.” She took the rabbi to the bed, drew 
wide the curtain, and said, ‘‘ Husband, there are the 
jewels!" The rabbi bowed his head and wept.— 
From Friendly Greetings. Sent by G. H. Gage, 
Margaretville, Nova Scotia. The prise for this 
week is awarded to this illustration. 


2 ‘ 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the Anglo-American 
ongregation in Beyrout 


ND ¢hey came unto a place which was called 
Gethsemane (v. 32). ‘They might have passed 
the night in the furnished room. Luke ex- 

plains that the retirement to the olive orchard was in 
compliance with a familiar custom of Jesus and his 
disciples (22: 30). ‘There was the further reason that 
the arrest could have been more easily accomplished 
in a known house in the city. The retirement gave 
a last opportunity to the rulers of the world to realize 
what they were about todo. Paul with all his glory- 
ing in the cross could think of a kingdom without the 
crucifixion (1 Cor. 2:8). It was also necessary for 
the purpose of quiet and rest. Jerusalem was 
crowded with devotee visitors for the feast of pass- 
over. It was a time of family reunion and joyful 
thanksgiving for the year’s mercies, and of national 
conference over the coming of the promised kingdom. 

The passover service now in use among the Jews 
closes with prayers of pathetic intensity for the com- 
ing of the Messiah oak the deliverance that was to 
follow. It mentions as an example to be imitated 
how four or five learned rabbis fell to discussing on 
the passover night the details of the Exodus, the 
precise hour of the departure outof Egypt, the essen- 
tial points of the memorial supper, and the best man- 
ner of observance, and became so absorbed by the 
multiplicity of problems and traditions that they 
could not stop until their pupils knocked to announce 
that it was time for morning prayer! On every side 
would be heard the loud concerted chanting of the 
appointed readings from Exodus, the voices of chil- 
dren rejoicing in an event that occurred but once a 

ear, the angry sound of confused argument, and 
oud peals of laughter through the open windows, and 
altogether it was the noise of a city that had surren- 
dered itself to a night of gladness and festivity. 
Through such streets of impervious pride and blinded 
zeal he passed who had cried, ‘‘O Jerusalem, Jeru- 
salem, thou that stonest the prophets.” 

Tradition has placed Gethsemane in the valley to 
the east of Jerusalem, where the slope of Olivet be- 
gins. In the East a garden means any piece of 
ground enclosed by a low wall, with fruit trees, and 
where there is water with the addition of vegetable cul- 
tivation. The pietyof the Latin Church has changed 
it into a shrine retreat with bordered walks and 
shrubberies among the old olive-trees that seem to 
protest against the transformation. 

Remove this cup from me (v.36). A familiar figure 
borrowed from Eastern hospitality, when the guest 
fears that the cup offered rs host has poison in it; 
but the refusal to drink it is equally dangerous as 
implying distrust and a repudiation of the covenant 
of friendship. 


ALEXANDRIA, EGypt. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


N THE course of the year we have several times 
seen parts of the slope of the Mount of Olives 
covered with the trees which give it the familiar 

name. ‘The word Gethsemane, as we know, means 
‘**olive press.” Very old traditions locate the garden 
at the foot of Olivet, a few rods southeast from St. 
Stephen’s gate. Notice the V point to which the 
number 39 is attached. It is just inside the garden 
wall. We will stand there, tacing towards the city. 
It is to-day a pleasant old garden. Blossoming 
shrubs and annuals fill beds here and there, and a few 
ancient olive trees hold up toward the sun branches 
full of delicate little leaves, a pale grayish green in 
hue. The trunks of the trees are soold, gnarled and 
ragged it seems a wonder that they maintain enough 
life to express itself in foliage ; in fact they probably 
would have died long ago but for the careful atten- 
tion given to them by the brothers of a Roman Catho- 
lic order, followers of kindly St. Francis ; we see one 


597 


of the brethren at work now among the flowers, trying 
to keep the ground beautiful in memory of his Master 
and ours. 

It must have been somewhere near this very spot 
weaes 7 esus and eleven of the disciples came late that 
Thursday night. Even then the men who ought to 
have understood were not equal tothe need. The 
failed him. The mystery of our Lord’s own expert 
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ence here may be too deep and too sacred for us to 
dwell upon with any attempt at defin ‘eness ; but 
one lesson of the disciples’ experience we may heartily 
make ourown. Even their shameful failure to stand 
by him was forgiven! Faulty as they were, he used 
them afterward to do his work: How shall the rest 
of us ever dare to be discouraged over our own hu- 
milhiating failures? 

Use a stereogra ih entitled ‘* Ancient olive trees in 
the garden of Gethsemane.” 

The Underwood ‘Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. ‘The use of the 
Stereographs will be found a most practica) help in makin 
the lesson-places vea/. Forty-eight places are being visited 
during 1914. The forty-eight stereographs cost $8.00, and if all 
are ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case 
will be given free. ‘Twelve places will be described with the 
lessons of this fourth quarter; cost, $2. ‘The four for October 
alone cost 67 cents, (Less than four in one order are 20 cents 
each). Stereoscopes, 85 centseach. Lantern slides of the same 
scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each ; sepia 
tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10, In orders for twenty-five or 
more at one time the prices are: plain slides, 40 cents , sepia 
tinted, 45 sents: colored, $1.00. Postage or express is prepaid 
on orders for either stereographs or stereoscopes. ddress 
The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Heavenly Father, 
with grateful hearts we come to thank thee for the purify- 
ing power of suffering. Teach us, O God, to do thy will. 
Teach us to pray. So many of us pray so poorly that it 
brings a feeling of sadness to our life to think how we 
neglect the communion with thee. We would remember 
those who have had their times of great sorrow. Deal 
gently with them. Hasten the coming of thy kingdom. 
May thy will be done on the earth as in heaven, Give us 
a part in the establishment of thy kingdom. For Jesus’ 
sake. Amen, 


OME years ago, in the First Baptist Church of 
Asheville, N. C., the Sunday morning congre- 
gation had gathered. Inthe hush just before 

the beginning of the public worship a small boy 
ee gp from the seat at the end of a pew and spoke 
loud enough for nearly everybody in the church to 
hear. With several hundred people present the little 
fellow said to his mother: ‘‘ Mama, I’m lonesome.” 

With three of his tired disciples close by, with eight 
of them not far away, and with the city of Jerusalem 
in sight, with its thousands of his countrymen, Jesus 
was lonely. The literal meaning of his being sore 
troubled is that he was homesick, He needed some 
friends. He wanted to talk it all over with some one. 
Peter, James, and John came nearer understanding 
than any of the others ; but they were tired and went 
to sleep. 

We often do things which we had not planned to 
do. It was very far from the program which Peter 
had planned, to go to sleep, aa then run away, and 
later deny that he had ever known Sonn. It is very 
fine to have good intentions. Peter had enough to 
supply the whole company of the disciples. And they 
were not slow to take a supply of his good intentions. 
They confidently asserted that they were not going 
to be offended in Christ. But they ‘‘petered out” 
even more promptly than did Peter. 

Self-confidence is a dangerous thing. Peter had a 
great deal of it. When the strain came he went 





under. 
Jesus was in the sorest need. His soul was in 
agony. Hewas not afraid of anybody. When the 


group of Romans and Jews came some time later he 
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walked out and faced them like the manly | 
mau that he was. He had waiked with a | 
steady tread toward Calvary, Neither friend | 
nor foe could deter him. He did not fear 
death. He was its master, But he needed 
the consolation which one needs when deep 
sorrow comes, ‘The disciples were grieved, 
too, but they went to sleep. Jesus did the 
better thing. He prayed, He wanted human 
companionship ; but he wanted to be alone 
with his Father, too. Sometimes there come 
into the life sorrows whose current flows so 
deeply that only God can understand, At 
such times it is best to be alone with God. 
Take your troubles to Jesus, 
to Gethsemane. 


He has been 
He understands, 


For the Blackboard 


SMEs wet SOFIE 


ARE YOU ASLEEP? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


**Co to dark Gethsemane.” 

**In the hour of trial." 

‘*T stand amazed in the presence.” 

** My Jesus, as thou wilt.” 

**’Tell me the old, old story,”* 

“ There’s a wideness in God's mercy."* 
* Thy life was given form ." 

“Tis midnight ; and on Olive's brow.”’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 


Psalm book ‘* Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm yo : 1-1r (84 : 1-5). 
Psalm 70 : 1-5 (140 : 1-4). 


Psalm 43 : 1-5 (89: 1-4). 
Psalm 86 : 1-8 (173: I-5). 
Psalm 141 : 1-10 (301 ; 1-3). 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


42. Getting Ready for Winter 


UPPOSE the roof of your house had a 
hole in it that let the water come 
through,—when would you mend it? 

When it was raining? No, indeed! You 
would want it fixed before the rain came, 

Ilave any of your fathers had some coal 
put into the cellar? Why, it is still warm ! 
We do not need any fires now, But they 
were getting ready for cold weather, weren’t 
they ? 

1 wish that this afternoon you would ask 
father or mother to tell you about some of 
the little earth creatures that are getting 
ready for the coming cold. 

I am sure they will tell you first of all 
about the birds that go flying, flying—ever 
so far—flying from north to south, to a place 
where there will be no ice or snow or cold. 

Some of them are big birds. Wild geese 
are larger than chickens, and they get to- 
gether, two or three or four dozen or more, 
travel all night, and rest and feed in the 
woods during the day, It is a long, iong 
journey, The big geese must get very tired ; 
but the tiny little humming-bird, no larger 
than your thumb, travels farther and faster 
than the geese do. Think of it! A bird 
with a head smaller than a thimble going a 
thousand miles! God made them brave 
enough and strong enough, and he shows 
them the way. Flying away from cold is one 
way of getting ready for winter; I will tell 
you next Sunday of another way some birds 
do it. 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—Jesus wants his fol- 
lowers to watch and pray. 

Yotes. —Secure a copy of Hoffman’s 
picture of ‘‘ Christ Praying in Gethsemane ”’ 
to use when needed. ‘The lesson story is 
short, but intense. Lead up to it carefully. 

Introductory Talk About Gardens,—Have 
youa garden? What grows init? People 
goto the vegetable garden for fresh things to 
eat, and to the flower garden for lovely 





flowers. Sometimes they go to rest and 
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read. In the Bible is a wonderful story about 
aman who went \o a garden to pray. In this 
gaiden grew wonderful olive-trees. We 


| might have called it an olive orchard, or a 


litle park, but its name was the Garden of 
Gethsemane. Show the name on the picture 
chart. People still visit this garden to see 
the trees and flowers and to think of what 
happened there so long ago, It was Jesus 
who loved to pray in that garden. 

Review.—It was the same night as the 
supper in the upper room, Sometimes peo- 
ple stay out late when invited to a party or 
supper. It was so when Jesus and his dis- 
ciples met for the passover supper. Who 
went first to get everything ready? How 
were they to find the place? How many 
came to the supper? What did they always 
have toeat? What did Jesus say that one 
of them would do? , Which one was he ? 

It was night when Judas left the room. 
Jesus and eleven disciples stayed ‘until late 
to talk, Jesus took some things from the 
table, and asked his disciples to eat and 
drink a little. What were those things? 
What new name was given to that supper? 
What did Jesus ask them to remember? 
Where do Christians remember the Lord’s 
Supper nowadays? Jesus told them many 
wonderful things that night. One of them 
was this: ‘*I am the vine and ye are the 
branches.’’ Then he prayed with them, It 
was very late, so they sang a hymn and left 
the upper room, The disciples never forgot 
what happened there, for it proved to be the 
last supper that they ever had with Jesus, 
but they didn’t know it then. 

This Week's Lesson Story.—Each night 
they had gone back to Bethany te sleep. 
Down the hill they went and across a little 
stream, Soon they came to the olive garden 
of Gethsemane. ‘The disciples wondered 
why Jesus was so quiet and thoughtful. 

Jesus said, ** Let us go into the garden ; 
some of you sit near the entrance and wait 
for me.’’ Eight of them stayed there, Jesus 
took Peter, James, and John, and went 
farther into the garden, Jesus said, ** You 
stay here and watch while I go and pray 
yonder,”” Then Jesus went alone about a 
stone’s throw farther. There he knelt to 
pray that his Father in heaven would help 
him to be strong, He must have felt lone- 
some. God sent an angel to strengthen and 
comfort him, Jesus rose and went back to 
talk to Peter, James, and John, It was 
late, and they were so tired that all of them 
were asleep, Jesus spoke to Peter, saying, 
**Couldn’t you watch with me one hour ? 
Watch and pray that ye enter not into temp- 
tation.’’ 

Jesus left them and went to pray again. 
The disciples did not see nor hear any angel, 
for they went to sleep again. Jesus came 
and found them asleep, so he went away the 
third time to pray alone. When he came 
back he felt sorry for them, and said, ‘* Sleep 
on now and take your rest.’’? Just then in 
the moonlight people were seen moving 
about near the entrance to the garden, so 
Jesus roused his disciples, saying, ‘* Rise up 
and let us go, for the one who betrays me is 
at hand,’’ 

They rose quickly and looked, and they 
saw lights and people moving among the 
trees. Although it was midnight they were 
soon wide awake, wondering who those peo- 
ple with lights could be. 

After the Story.—Learn from the children 
when they pray and what they pray about, 
Explain why we sometimes pray with other 
people, as in Sunday-school and church, as 
Jesus did with his disciples in the upper 
room, and why we pray alone, as Jesus did 
in the garden, A copy of a child’s prayer 
might be typewritten, as a souvenir for each 
child, or a booklet of children’s prayers 
given (William Dietz, 20 E, Randolph Street, 
Chicago, § cents a copy). Repeat or sing a 
child’s prayer. 

Closing Thought.—Surely Peter, James, 
and John were sorry that they did not watch 
that night, Can; you name any people who 
must be on the watch? Policemen in the 
cities must watch the crossings; firemen 
must watch and listen for signals, and be 
realy to start; engineers and motormen 
must carefully watch the tracks. . 

Did mother ever ask you to watch the 
baby or little brother or sister ? Do you ever 
watch for the postman or milkman? Doyou 
know that mothers and nurses sometimes 
watch all night when a child is. ill? Many 
people must watch, Jesus said, ** Watch 
and pray.”” 

Hand Work.—Copy ‘¢ Watch and Pray.’’ 

CHICAGO, 





My Class of Girls 
By Content Patterson 


ARNINGS are necessary to preserve 

health and life. Let the girls tell 

where they have seen them : at railroad 
crossings, broken bridges, on medicine bot- 
tles, etc. These are given that people may 
not injure their bodies or lose their lives, 
Jesus to-day tells us how we may avoid in- 
jury to our souls, He tells us just what to 
do that we may not fall into sin, 

Where did we leave Jesus and the disci- 
ples in our last lesson? In answer to this 
question we located the upper room on 
Mount Zion, using the sand-tray, and re- 
called the event that had just transpired—the 
institution of the Lord’s Supper. Jesus saw 
how troubled his disciples were, and sought 
to comfort them (John 14: 1-3; 14: 16; 
16 : 27, 33, and other passages), 

After singing a hymn, they left the Upper 
Room to go to the Mount of Olives. We 
traveled with them through the city, out of the 
northern gate, across the Brook Kidron to 
Gethsemane on the slope of Olivet. The 
girls brought out Jesus’ warning concerning 
the smitten Shepherd and the scattered 
sheep, and Peter’s emphatic assurances of 
loyalty. They said, ‘*‘ Peter was always say- 
ing things like that,’’ and gave as the reason 
for telling Peter of his future denial, that 
** Jesus wanted to take him down a bit and 
make him less boastful.”” They did not see 
any other reason until later in the lesson, 


1. The Praying Saviour, The girls de- 
scribed the scene inthe Garden, Eight were 
left at the entrance, three were chosen to go 
in with him; we discussed the other times 
these three had been with him, and why. 
We lingered a moment to think of the loneli- 
ness of Jesus. When we are sick or in trou- 
ble we have mother, father, and friends ; but 
Jesus had no one. It seemed so pitiful that 
even those nearest him should fail him. The 
girls described his amazement as surprise. 
Perhaps he had not before fully realized, 
during his earthly life-time, what it meant to 
bear the sins of the world. As we read of 
his agony we rejoiced that God sent an angel 
to comfort and strengthen him, and that the 
measure of Jesus’ agony was but the measure 
of his love for us and for his Father. 

2. The Sleeping Disciples. Why did Jesus 
get no comfort from his friends? How did 
he warn them? Why did he especially warn 
Peter? We meet with temptations every- 
where: Satan, our own hearts, other people 
and things tempt us, Jesus tells us to watch 
and pray so we may not yield to temptation. 

We considered temptations that come to 
us: untruthfulness, petulance, impatience, 
envy, reading stories when we should be 
studying, selfishness, an unforgiving spirit, — 
things that, if we yield to them, will be hurt- 
ful to us. No girl is going to be happy and 
useful when she is envious of other people’s 
possessions, or unforgiving toward some one 
who has been unkind to her, I am going to 
tell you about a girl who trusted Jesus to 
help her. 

She was a Christian who really loved Jesus 
and wanted to please him in every way. She 
had many faults that troubled her, but was 
learning to get the victory over them. One 
day a friend criticized her very harshly before 
others and, as she felt, very unjustly, She 
tried not to think of it, but found herself 
growing angrier every moment and helpless 
to put the hateful thoughts out of her mind. 
If she had not loved Jesus I don’t believe 
she would have cared, but she did love him, 
so went away by herself, kneeled down and 
told the Lord she could not keep the miser- 
able thoughts out of her mind, that she did 
not want them there, and would he take 
them away? The Lord did exactly what she 
had asked him to do; he took them away, 
and she had the happiest kind of a day. 
When her friend came to apologize she was 
sweet and forgiving. That which caused her 
most joy was to know for herself how Jesus 
helps people when they trust him. 

3. The Coming Test. What test con- 
fronted Jesus and his disciples? Why was 
Jesus ready for it? Why were the disciples 
not ready? By disregarding Jesus’ warning 
they missed the opportunity of befriending 
him in the time of suffering and failed to 
secure the needed courage for themselves. 

**Watch and pray, lest ye enter into 
temptation.”’ 

Next Week's Lesson 
Home-Work for the Girls 

Read John 12: 1-8; Mark 14: 10, 11, 

43-46; Matthew 26 : 47-50; 27 : 3-10. 
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What position did Judas occupy in the 
company of disciples? 

What sin had possession of Judas ? 

Give two instances to prove it. 

How much is thiety pieces of silver ? 

What is a traitor? 

Learn Matthew 26 : 24. 

Review mountains and valleys in and 
around Jerusalem, 

Locate Bethany, the temple, the Unper 
Room, Gethsemane. 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 
66 OW would you spend this evening if 
you knew you were going to die 
to-morrow ?’’ was teacher’s first 
question. 

‘¢I’d jump in bed and cover up my head,”’ 
declared Bumps, looking scared. 

‘* I’d want to read the Bable and pray all 
night, I guess,’’ said Fred ; and Carl thought 
he would take plenty of time to kiss his father 
and mother good-by. 

** To-day’s lesson,’’ explained teacher, ‘* is 
about how Jesus spent the last evening be- 
fore his death.’’ 

He reviewed us on } :sus’ eating the Pass- 
over in the upper room, how he gave the 
Lord’s Supper to his disciples to remember 
him by, and how he said good-by to them. 
We looked up the fourteenth, fifteenth, and 
sixteenth chapters, that give Jesus’ farewell 
messages to his disciples, and the seventeenth 
chapter where it tells how he prayed for them. 
Teacher read just a few verses to show what 
it was about, and we all thought it must have 
been an awful solemn time: 

*¢ Now Jesus wanted to spend a little time 
in private prayer,’? went on teacher, ‘‘ for 
he felt in his soul the awful weight of the sin 
and guilt of the world, and it was almost 
more than he could bear. But he took these 
few close friends..with him,’’ teacher ex- 
plained, ‘‘ for he felt the need of their sym- 
pathy and comfort as never before.”’ 

He asked where Jesus went to. pray, and 
called on Bert to show where Gethsemane 
is. Bert drew a kind of square on the board 
to represent the walls of Jerusalem, then a 
circle over at the right tostand for the Mount 
of Olives, then right down by the left-hand 
edge of the circle he made a little square to 
stand for the garden. 

Teacher passed around a dandy stereo- 
scopic picture 1 of the garden of Gethsemane 
as itis to-day. It has a wall around it, and 
over the wall you can see one of the Jerusa- 
lem gates up on the hill, In the garden are 
flower beds and a priest tending them. Best 
of all, there stands a big old olive tree that 
teacher says is about a thousand years old 
and may have sprung from the roots of the 
one Jesus prayed under. 

Carl said the word *‘ Gethsemane ’’ meant 
an olive press, and he guessed this was where 
they used to squeeze the ail out of the olives 
raised up on the hill. 

Next we read the first five verses of the 
lesson, and then Luke 22 : 44, where it says 
he sweat blood. Luke was a doctor, you 
know, and would be interested in anything 
like that. 

Fred’s home question was, ‘* What caused 
Jesus’ agony?” He said he always sup- 
posed it was because he hated so to die on 
the cross, but according to what his father 
preached last Sunday, and what teacher had 
just said, he guessed it was our sins that were 
crushing him. 

Teacher thought that was right, although 
we couldn’t understand it exactly, 

‘¢In what way did Jesus find relief ?’’ 
teacher asked Bumps ; and when he couldn’t 
answer, teacher showed him how to find it in 
verse 36 of the lesson, where Jesus sail, 
*¢Thy will be done,’’ and in Luke 22 : 43, 
where an angel came and strengthened him. 

**Our conflicts will generally cease and 
strength come from above when we yield our 
wills completely to God’s will,’’ explained 
teacher. 

‘* Why did Jesus want the disciples to 
watch with him?’’ was Bulldog’s home 
question. 

** Don’t you always want your chums to 
stick by you when you’re up against it?’’ 
he demanded, ‘* He wanted them for com- 
pany.’’ 

**Then how could they sleep when their 
Masier needed then ?’’ came to Skinny, 





See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” 


page 597 in 
this issue. 


























LESSON FOR OCT. 18 (Mark 14 : 32-42) 


**I guess they was sleepy,’’ answered 
Skinny, ‘‘and besides, perhaps they didn’t 
understand,”’ 

** But they’d ought to have understood,”’ 
declared Bulldog. ‘* That’s what friends are 
for, and they ought to have stuck by him.”’ 

‘Teacher said that was one lesson we ought 
to learn from this, to be true to our friends 
in their times of trouble. He brought out 
some sticks about like lead pencils, and had 
us break two or three of them to see how 
weak they were. Then he tied five of them 
together with a string, and none of us could 
break them. 

‘*In union there is strength,’’ he quoted, 
‘and the closer we bind our friends to us, 
and ourselves to them, the stronger we shall 
be to fight life’s battles.’’ 

IIe told a story about a young fellow that 
got to going wrong and was about to wreck 
his life, but some fellows in a Bible class 
hung to him, and he finally came out all 
right. 

‘** But the secret of their victory,’’ he ex- 
plained, ‘* was because Jesus Christ was one 
of this group of friends. They were all 
bound to him, and so were invincible. Even 
a poor, weak stick of a fellow becomes 
strong,’? he declared, ‘‘it he is bound to 
Christ by the cords of faith and love.’’ 

Then the bell rang. 

Ilome questions for next time are: When 
did Judas decide to betray Jesus? Why did 
not the other disciples suspect Judas ? How 
could Judas do such a thing? Why wasa 





kiss such a mean way of pointing Jesus out? 
Why did Judas repent of his bargain? What 
became of Judas? What was done with the 
thirty pieces of silver ? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 


L Beginning. 
Preparing to die. 
How would you spend this evening if you 
knew you were going to die to-morrow ? 
How did Jesus spend his last evening of 
earthly life ? 
What keepsake did he give his disciples ? 
How did he bid them good-by ? 
What was the last thing he did before his 
arrest ? 
II, Jesus’ Agony. 
Where did Jesus go to prav ? 
Where is Gethsemane ? (blackboard map 
and stereograph picture. ) 
What does the word '‘Gethsemane "’ mean ? 
How great was Jesus’ agony ? (Luke 22: 


What caused this agony ? 

What did Jesus pray for ? 

Was his prayer answered ? 

In what way did he find relief? (Mark 
14:36; Luke 22 : 43.) 

Ill. The Blessing of Friendship. 

Why did Jesus want the disciples to watch 
with him ? 

How could thev sleep when their Master 
needed them ? (a bundle of sticks and a 
story about true friends. ) 

IV. Home-work. 

Questions to look up. 
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THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 
Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





Gethsemane’s Mystery 


FTER the observance of the last Supper 
and the conversations with the dis- 
ciples recorded in John 14-16, and 

perhaps the prayer in John 17, Christ and 
his disciples sang a hymn and went out to 
the Mount of Olives (Mark 14:26). Then 
followed the announcement of the scattering 
of -the disciples.(vs.: 27-31), and this in turn 
was succeeded by the story of Gethsemane, 
which forms the present. lesson (Mark 14: 
32-42). It is essential to remember the 
solemnity and mystery of this episode, and 
we may well realize the words of God to 
Moses, ‘‘ Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, 
for the place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground (Exod, 3:5). The parallel passages 
must be compared. Matthew and Mark are 
much alike, but Luke, while giving a con- 
densed account, has his own peculiar feat- 
ures. The various incidents can be studied 
in Stevens and Burton’s ‘‘ Harmony of the 
Gospels,’’ sections 134-136 (Scribners, $1) ; 
Riddle’s ** Outline Harmony of the Gospels,”’ 
sections 139-142 (The Sunday School Times 
Co., 10 cents and 25 cents) ; Croscup’s 
‘* Historical Charts,’’ sections 154-157 (The 
Sunday School Times Co., $1); Stirling’s 
** Atlas of the Life of Christ,’’ page 26, Nos. 
38-43 (Revell, gocents); Vollmer’s ‘* Modern 
Student’s Life of Christ,’? pages 233-235, 
240, 242 (Revell, $1). 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—Read verses 27-31 for the con- 
nection only, recording Christ’s announce- 
ment of his being forsaken by the disciples 
and denied by Peter. ‘The subject of these 
verses will be considered in detail in Lesson 

Then read verses 32-34. The public 
life of Jesus Christ was over, and the Master 
and his disciples came .o a place on the 
Mount of Olives (v. 26). Luke does not 
give its name, but appears to suggest that 
Jesus Christ had lodged here each night of 
the last week (Luke 22:39; 21:37). This 
would explain how Judas ‘‘ knew the piace ”’ 
(John 18:2), and it is thought that it would 
also account in part for the sleep of the dis- 
ciples, ‘*Gethsemane’’ means ‘‘ oil-press,”’ 
and John calls it ‘*a garden.”” There was 
probably a walled enclosure in it which 
Jesus entered with his chosen three. ‘The 
distress of Christ is frankly recorded (v. 33). 
‘There was some sudden and new experience, 
including the element of amazement. The 
great sorrow (v. 34) is quite clearly due to 
something more than physical sufferings. 
Already the pressure of sin was being felt, 
and we may think of the great work of the 
Atonement as having commenced. The Mas- 
ter’s command to the disciples to tarry at 





that place and watch suggests that he had to 
bear his sorrow alone and face it by prayer 
to God. And yet his solicitude is associated 
with a desire for human sympathy sifce the 
three would be near and watching with hini. 

Tuesday.—Read verses 35, 36. Here we 
touch the very heart of the mystery. The 
wotds of the prayer varyin the accounts, but 
its substance is practically the same. The 
intense reality of it is clear, but what does it 
mean? It is impossible to think that our 
Lord was simply afraid of death, for the pur- 
pose of his life was in view from the very 
outset, and he never faltered in his desire or 
determination todo his Father’s will. We 
are told in Ilebrews 5 : 7 that he prayed to 
Him who was able to save him ‘out of 
death.’? Everything turns upon the mean- 
ing of the ‘‘cup,’’ and whether the ‘‘cup”’ 
of John 18:11 is the same as that which 
Christ prayed might pass from him. Most 
writers think that the agony was the recoil 
of Christ’s human flesh from death, that 
while he never wavered in loyalty or lost 
control, his perfect human nature, recogniz- 
ing more fully than ours can, the awfulness 
of his position, naturally shrank from the 
task, especially. as he was there as the sin- 
bearer, his holy soul shrinking from the 
horror of sin. On this view his shrinking 
would be part of the sacrifice, for if he had 
felt no dread there would have been no con- 
sciousness of anything involving whole- 
hearted surrender. This interpretation 
makes the ‘*cup’”’ to refer to the sufferings 
of body, mind, and soul anticipated by 
Christ, and the acceptance of the Divine 
will would be due to the prayer of faith as 
Christ reposed in the will of God, and was 
strengthened by the angel for this purpose 
(Luke 22: 43). 


Wednesday.—Read again verses 35, 36, 
and consider another view which has much 
to commend it. It is thought that in the 
light of such a passage as ‘* Whio for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross’? 
(Heb. 12:2), Christ could not have really 
shrunk from Calvary, but that we are to dis- 
cover the real meaning of the prayer in 
another way. 
be nearly fatal. He was ‘‘sorrowful zz¢o 
death’’; the physical strain was so great 
that death in Gethsemane was feared, and 
this would mean failure to reach the Cross. 
He was not anxious to escape, but to live to 
reach the goal. There was no failure of 
purpose, no wavering of resolve, but only 
the desise to accomplish the will of God. 
On this view the ‘‘cup’” would be premature 
death before Calvary, and the prayer would 
be for strength to accomplish the task.: This 
is the view held by. some modern writers, in 


The agony was so great as to | 


| 
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cluding Dr. H. Clay Trumbull (‘* Our Mis- 
understood Bible,’’ The Sunday School 
Times Co., $1), and it certainly agrees with 
the wording of Hebrews 5:7, which un- 
doubtedly refers to Gethsemane, and says 
that Christ was ‘‘heard for his godly fear.” 
The language is quite literally, ‘*heard by 
reason of his reverent submission.’? This 
view is briefly and forcibly stated in Vollmer, 
pages 242, 243. The reference to God as 
Father is a beautiful testimony to the attitude 
of our Saviour, as he realized the Divine 
Fatherhood, The Aramaic word, ‘* Abba,’’ 
ound here and in Romans 8:15; Galatians 
4:6, is probably a trace of the primitive 
Christianity of Hebrew Christians, 

Thursday. —Kead verses 37, 38. Although 
the reproach is addressed to Peter, in Mat- 
thew the word is plural, How they could 
sleep at such a time is a mystery, but it is 
impossible to avoid noticing the remarkable 
faithfulness of the record telling of the failure 
of the disciples in their Master’s great need. 
And yet, though they had failed him, his 
thought was more for them than for himself 
(v. 38). They were ready in spirit but weak 
in body and mind, easily to be led into un- 
faithfulness if taken unawares. Hence the 
need of alertness. The thought of the 
Master for them at this critical moment is 
particularly impressive. 


Friday.—Read verses 39-42. The re- 
mainder of the incident is told quite briefly. 
Three times over Christ went away and 
prayed, only to find on his return the dis- 
ciples still asleep. And yet they had no 
excuse to offer, It is a little difficult to 
know precisely what Christ meant by the 
words, ‘*Sleep on now.’? Most writers 
think ‘them ironical, but this is perhaps 
scarcely likely at such atime, and it seems 
better to understand that the need of 
verse 34 was passed and a divine strength 
had been given. Another interpretation 1s 
to regard the verbs as indicative, and the 
word ‘*now’’ as ‘so then,’’ meaning, ‘*So 
then you are sleeping and resting.’’ Then, 
too, the ‘*it is enough ”’ is difficult, and per- 
haps it means that the incident is closed in 
view of the arrival of the traitor. He be- 
comes aware of the approach of those who 
would arrest him, and perhaps ‘‘it is 
enough’? implies his readiness to accept 
what is. before him. The disciples were 
therefore to arise and go forward to meet 
what was in front. 


Saturday.—Read verses 32-42, and give 
special attention to the picture of Christ as 
there given, Notice in particular the fol- 
lowing points: 1. His Sorrow; 2. His 
Sympathy; 3. His Solitude; 4. His Suppli- 
cation; §. His Sonship; 6. His Submis- 
sion; 7. Ilis Strength. Each of these calis 
for close study and personal meditation as 
we endeavor to realize something of our 
Master’s experiences at that time. 

Sunday.—Read once again the entire 
story and observe that Gethsemane was in- 
tended tor us and for our salvation, Two 
aspects of Christ are particularly noteworthy. 
We see him (a) as our substitute, Already 
we are reminded of (1) what sin is, (2) what 
God requires, and (3) what God in Christ is 
ready to give for atonement, This is a cail 
to (I) repentance, (2) trust, (3) adoration, 
and (4) praise. (4) Asourexample. ‘* Did 
not I see thee in the garden with him?”’ 
were the words afterward said to Peter, 
Our ‘cup’? is different from his, but there 
is sull need of prayer, submission, and faith. 
Pain and suffering in the world call for sub- 
mission and obedience, and the people 
around should see in us similar elements of 
(1) calmness, (2) patience, (3) love, and (4) 
power. Thus being with Christ we shall 
become like him, 

Questions for Further Study 


1. The Problem of Suffering. One of the 
greatest mysteries of life, originally and pri- 
marily certainly due to sin, but this is not 
now the case in many instances of individual 
pain and anguish. Yet whatever may be the 
cause and character of suffering it will be 
overruled, and the gospel promises the ulti- 
mate removal (Rev. 21:4). Without Chris- 
tianity suffering in the world would be an 
insoluble enigma. Meanwhile, it is often 
used by God to test, train, and transform the 
characters of his people. 

2. The Problem of Temptation. This is 
the main thought of the Golden Text, and 
although the subject is wide and full the fol- 
lowing points call for attention : (a) Tempta- 





tion is always that of God’s people, from 
Genesis 3°:0n. The devil has no need to} 
tempt the man of the world who is already ! 
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on his side. (+) Temptation is always an 
incitement to evil, and must be carefully 
distinguished from God’s testing to elicit 
good (Gen, 22:1). (c) It is always possible 
to meet temptation. “ Resist the devil and 
he will flee.’”’ If this were not so there 
would be no personal responsibility. (¢) 
There is always an ample provision of grace 
for need (x Cor, 10:13). (¢) The twofold 
requirement is ‘*watch” and = ‘*pray.’? 
‘* Watch’? by being occupied with Jesus 
Christ, who will ever remind us of the pres- 
ence and power of the tempter. ‘* Pray”? 
in order to obtain grace for need. 

3. The Prayers of Christ. A beautiful 
subject is found in the various occasions on 
which Jesus Christ prayed to his Father. 
These should be collected and compared for 
the purpose of studying the Master’s atti- 
tude. The following points will be seen in 
this and the other prayers of Christ: (a) 
Genuineness; (4) Definiteness; (¢) Earnest- 
ness; (d@) Submissiveness; (¢) A __ filial 
spirit, Christ is our example in prayer and 
in other ways. 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








HERE is nothing more valuable to the 
leader or parent than to get the point 
of view of the scholar or child. If this 

can be done in a natural and effective man- 
ner, and then observed, much has been 
gained in helping them and making family 
worship effective. A passage of Scripture 
may be too long, or carelessly selected ; too 
many verses of a hymn may be sung; the 
prayer may be longer than wise, and too 
general, lacking vitality and specific quality. 
We may have failed to enter into the spirit 
and interest of the childrén, and ‘hence fail 
to touch their lives and thoughts in our peti- 
tions. Many fathers and mothers do not 
convers,. enough with their children as to 
their joys and experiences, drawing out from 
them in a simple and natural way their gen- 
uine feelings and real interests. Hence their 
point of view is never gained. 

The realm of fun and pleasure ic some- 
times never entered by parent and chilc' to 
gether, hence the mutual understanding does 
notcome. ‘I would rather have a day off 
with father,’’ said a ten-year-old boy, ‘* than 
a week with any one else.’? That father was 
in sympathy with his son, and I am sure that 
family worship in that home was a vital thing, 
and all were in closest sympathy when Goo 
was approached in prayer. 


October 12 to 18 
Mon-— Mark 14 : 32-42, 
In the Garden of Gethsemane, 

What if the intense sorrow of Christ had 
actually been unto death. If he had died 
then and there he could not have died on the 
cross. This perhaps was his fear and the 
cause of his agonizing prayer, ‘* Let this cup 
pass from me.’”’ If he had thus died of grief 
and weariness what of the cross ? 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the sad 
and wretched. Those who are lonely ana 
forlorn, Those who are sick and weak, 
Those who are separated from their homes 
and working amid distastefulsurroundings. 
Pray for the tens of thousands who have 
made this country their home, whose loved 
ones are on foreign battlefields. 


Tues.—Luke 22 : 39-46. Agonizing Prayer. 

The presence of the strengthening angel 
does not mean that the strife of the soul is 
over. After the angel came to Christ he still 
suffered in agony and shed, as it were, great 
drops of blood, but he had the strength to 
suffer and was sustained. The strengthen- 
ing angel is ready to help and sustain every 
sincere sufferer for God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Left us pray con- 
stantly for peace, and for the alleviation of 
suffiring resulting from the awful war 
among the nations. Pray that hate and 
anger and murder may die from the hearts 
of men and nations. Pray for forgiveness 
Jrom sin, and that God may cease from this 
awful punishment of war. 

Wed.—Matt. 26 : 36-46. Thy Will Be Done. 

To gain this victory over our own wills 
which our Lard gained is the secret of prayer, 
power and-of peace. No matter what the 


( Continued on next page) 
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John Wanamaker’s 
Business 
Efficiency 


OULD a keen business man say that your church was 
W a conspicuous example of efficient management? If 
not, where is the trouble? Would you like John 
Wanamaker to put his finger upon the weak spot and point 
out the secret of efficiency in your own church ? 


Mr. Wanamaker believes that nearly 90 percent of the 
churches are seriously inefficient. And he believes that 
there is one root-cause for the failure. 


It is said of the John Wanamaker store in Philadelphia 
that to walk through one of the great floors is a tonic for any 
business man, ‘The store is an object-lesson in ‘‘ just-right- 
ness.’’ And the beautifully kept corridors and tables and 
cases are but indications of the all-round ‘‘ efficiency’’ of 
this wonderful establishment of which Mr. Wanamaker is 
the active head. ‘This same mastery of how an organization 
should be run the great merchant has carried into his church 
and Sunday-school work. 


Out of such an equipment Mr. Wanamaker has written 
for readers of The Sunday School Times a message on 
Bringing Business Efficiency Into Christian Service, 
in which he speaks out his mind about the one cause for 
inefficiency in countless churches, 


This article will be but one feature of a notable issue of 
The Sunday School Times which will be published next 
week, October 10. The articles and the advertising columns 
planned for next week’s issue will make this special Church 
and Sunday-School Supply and Equipment Number 
of ‘The Sunday School Times a paper that every Sunday- 
school officer and worker should see. 








. under John Wanamaker 


A Master of the Science. 


under Dr. Joseph Clark 


A Leader among Secretaries. 


Christian F. Reisner 


Author of Church Publicity.”” 


Frederick Hall 


As to Chicago’s Latest Church, 
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Editor and Superintendent. 
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To Subscribers 


We want as many Sunday-school workers as we can get in 
touch with to have these articles, Will you tell us on a postal 
by return mail how many copies you can judiciously distribute 
to teachers and officers in your school, so that we can gauge 
our supply? There is no charge to you. Be sure to specify 
“Issue of October ro.” 


Let us tell you of our “‘ Book Offer’’ for Organizing NEW Clubs 








To the Not-Yet Subscribers 


who will receive copies of this issue: If you are among these, 
why not seize this opportunity to organize a club in your school, 
thus securing the lowest possible rate for yourself and co-work- 
ers? An immediate post-card request will bring you as many 
specimen copies of this notable issue as you need, provided 
there is no Times club in your school. 


Our “‘ Book Offer’’ will apply to your new club 
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| endured, for he saw into the future. 
' must look to him, ** the author and finisher 


For Family Worship 
(Continued from preceding page) 


suffering or trial, if we can pray ‘* Neverthe- 
less, not as I will, but as thou wilt,’’ we have 
gained the victory which cannot ever be for- 
feited. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for submis- 
sion to the will of God. Pray for self- 
effacement and self-control. Pray that our 
wills and Christ’s will may be identical ; 
that we may have nowish nor will but his. 
Pray for willingness to wait patiently for 
the manifestation of God’swill, Instead of 
planning before we prav, let us pray before 
we plan, 


Thurs.—Matt. 26 : 47-56. Left Alone. 

What a scene when ‘‘all the disciples left 
him and fled’’! Left alone, forsaken, in the 
very hour of his betrayal and trial. How 
idle the honest boast of Peter! Low fickle 
the love of all those whom he had chosen ! 
Iiow guarded we must be that in the moment 
of great need we do not flee. Courage 
means companionship. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for those who 
die alone and unknown on the battlefields. 
Pray that they may hear the Saviour's 
voice and give tohim their hearts. Pray 
for chaplains, for physicians, for nurses. 
Pray that disease may be stayed and famine 
and pestilence checked, 


Fri.—Heb. 12: 1-13. Benefits of Affliction. 

The joy which was to come was an incen- 
tive to our Master in his hour oftrial. He 
We 


of our faith.’? When troubled ourselves let 
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us consider Jesus and all that he endured. 
Where the nettle grows with its cruel sting, 
near by grows the dock leaf with its heal- 
ing power, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that our 
trials and sufferings may bring us near to 
Christ, and that we may be sustained by him. 
Pray that we may look upon them as heaven- 
sent, and not face them with bitter or resent- 
Jul spirit. Pray for growth in grace, 


Sat.—Heb. 2: 5-18. From Affliction to Glory. 

Jesus, ** because of the suffering of death, 
was crowned with glory and honor.*’ What 
a glorious eternity for himself and for all the 
sons of God. ‘Think of the meaning of im- 
mortality and eternal life, and these came 
through his glorious death and miraculous 
resurrection, 


- PRAYER SuGGeEstTions : Pray that sunlight 
and cheer may penetrate the world’s awfut 
darkness. Thatevenin the black night of 
war there may dawn quickly the day star of 
hope and the sunlight of peace. Pray for 
courage and encouragement and hope. 


Sun.—Heb. 4: 14to §:10. Perfect Through Suf- 
fering. 

The souls of men are not perfected by easy 
means, The polished life is the life that has 
known much of friction and contact. But 
we have a wonderful Saviour, for he has 
gone our way before us, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Put yourselfin the 
place of the boy or girlin your home if you 
can, and pray as you would wish another to 
pray for you. Ask Christ so to control and 
dominate your life that you can be like him 
to all others, Pray for wisdom and adapta- 
bility to meet the need of each and all. 





(" 
N 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME J 








Roy’s Lemon Ice 
By Nancy Byrd Turner 


HE long road trailed like a gray string 
up the hill, and Roy trudged it slowly, 
dragging the express wagon after him. 

His mushroom hat drooped, and the face be- 


| neath it was hot and red 3 the wagon creaked 


complainingly. Yet he kept on with patience, 
because he was eight years old to-day, and 
because the burden in the wagon was a 
block of ice being hauled homeward from 
Mrs. Kean’s ice-house to freeze a treat for 
his birthday feast. These were two splendid 
reasons for keeping on; and at the top of 
the hill he braced himself and went a little 
faster. 

Tie road turned here and ran between 
long fields before it dropped into a patch of 
woods a quarter of a mile furtheron, Where 
one of these fields met the road sat a smail 
house,—so small and so white in the glare 
of the sun that it hurt your bare eyes. Roy 
never passed the place on a summer day 




















| corner of his eye, then stopped short. 


without feeling uncomtertable, He fancied 
that the wails were blistered. As he creaked 
by now, he glanced toward it out of the 
Some- 
one was waving feebly f&om the window. 
Roy knew who, well enough. It was old 
Miss Drusie Allen, a cripple who spent her 
days alone in the littke house: while her 
nephew and his wife were out plowing and 
washing for a living. Miss Drusie had not 
walked for years. She was too drawn up 
with rheumatism even to be helped by 
crutches and canes, and from morning 


) till night she had to sit huddled in a chair 


by the window. 

Roy dragged his wagon to the doorstep 
and, dropping the tongue, trotted inside. 
He took off the drooping mushroom, bar- 
ing his little wet head. ‘* Did you call me, 
Miss Drusie?’’ he asked, 

‘*Ves, I did,’’ the old lady piped back, 
fretfully. ‘*I want a bit o’ company; I 
want somebody or something to make me 
forget for a piece of a minute, this scorching 


+ heat that’s a-burning up my old bones.”’ 


Roy knew that she wanted him to sit 
down and talk to her, but he knew, too, 
that he could not at this time, so he cast 
about in his mind for something else to do 
for her. 

The tiny room was stuffy and dreadful. 
One window wis down: it had fallen, Miss 
Drusie said, when she tried to ‘*h’ist’’ it 
higher with her crumpled old hands. 
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sunlight poured in hot and white through 
unshided panes. 

‘**To-day I’m going to fix you,’’ Roy 
promised, ‘‘ and tomorrow I'll come and 
talk.’’ 

For fifteen minutes he was very busy, but 
at last he drew a long, satisfied breath. He 
had raised the window, and across the glar- 
ing upper sash, by dint of much reaching 
and climbing, panting and puffing, had 
fastened up the battered shade that had fallen 
a week ago. The shade made a cool green 
light in the yellow room, and a little flicker 
of blessed breeze stirred through beneath it. 

Then he beat up Aunt Drusie’s flat pillow 
and brought her a leafy branch from the 
roadside to keep away the flies with. She 
looked pleased and happy. ‘‘ You’re good 
as a gal,’’ she told him. 

Roy looked at her weary old face and 
another thought came tohim. ‘* Now,’’ he 
said, ‘want a glass of lemonade—iced 
lemonade ?’?’ 

**You’re a-foolin’, sure!’?’ Aunt Drusie 
cried, shrilly. ‘*I ain’t tasted iced lemonade 
sence I was taken down, two years ago, boy, 
And I’m that thirsty this minute, my throat’s 
parched.’’? She gazed at him eagerly. 

Roy was glad he had remembered the 
lemons, bought at Mr. Kean’s store for the 
birthday treat, and the small lump of ice 
tucked in beside the larger one. He set 
about his task with great earnestness, but it 
takes a long time to make lemonade when 
you do not know very much about it in the 
first place, and when you have to rummage 
aroend in every corner for spoon and nicked 
glass and a tiny ‘*dip’’ of sugar. 

He finished at last, though, and held up 
in triumph the cracked tumbler filled to the 
brim with cold, acid liquid that tinkled as it 
moved. Aunt Drusie nearly fell from the 
chair in her eagerness as she reached for it 
with both hands. When Roy looked back 
at the door, her head was thrown back and 
she was drinking long draughts as though 
she would never get enough. 

Presently the wagon was creaking dustily 
on again through the scorching sun, and it 
was a weary little team indeed that came to 
a halt before the kitchen steps at home. 


| Mother appeared at the door, flushed and 


rather worried. ‘‘I’ve been waiting and 
waiting—’’ she began. 

‘*T had to stop and ’tend to Miss Drusie 
Allen,’’ Roy explained, ‘*but I’ve got the 


ice !”’ 
He stooped hapnily and pulled aside the 
cloth and the thick green branches that 
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covered his freight. Then, ‘* mother/” 
he cried. ‘There was no ice left,—only a 
small piece about the size of a dinner plate. 
The soaking wagon-body told the tale: the 
rest of his ice had melted away in the fierce, 
unshaded heat by the Allen door. 

‘Through a blur of bitter tears Roy caught 
sight of the empty freezer awaiting its de- 
licious contents, ** I had to fix Miss Drusie,’’ 
he said, brokenly, ‘*It—it took longer than 
I thought it would.”’ 

He sat down on the lowest step and pulled 
his hat over his blinking eyes. Mother sat 
down, too, and in a very little while she 
knew the whole story. 

Then she got up briskly and bathed the 
hot face in cool water and washed the poor 
dusty feet. ‘*Now!” she said, ‘* There’s 
plenty of ice left for a big frosty pitcher of 
lemonade, and look what’s waiting to go 
with it!’? 

Roy brightened at the huge chocolate cake 
topped by eight slim white candles, their 
wicks standing straight and ready. ‘* We’ll 
have a big time after all,’’ he said. 

** Mother,’’ he remarked drowsily, at twi- 
light, very full of cake and lemonade, and 
very sleepy, ‘* maybe this was Miss Drusie’s 
birthday, too, Did she ever have a birth- 
day?”? 

‘*Many and many a one,’’ mother an- 
swered, 

‘*To-morrow,’’ Roy planned, nodding 
gently, **1°ll take her a slice of cake anda 
candle and ask her all about it.’’ When he 
had finished the last word he was fast asleep. 

MADISON, VA. 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s 
Personal Letters 











Selections from some fifty of the choicest of 
Dr. Miller's letters on soul problems are 
being published in the Times during 1914 


35. About a Broken Engagement 


ITH regard to your matter of which you 
wrote so fully, I dare not say much. 
In affairs of the heart, especially in 
matters which relate to the expediency or in- 
expediency of marriage, none can really and 
finally determine what the duty is save the 
parties concerned, But your letter shows 
that you are by no means certain yourself 
concerning duty. It seems to me that the 
step you have taken has made you very un- 
happy. Reading between the lines, as well 
as in the lines which you have written, it 
seems quite evident to me that you have a 
very warm affection for your friend. You 
cannot give him up readily. Indeed, you 
have not given him up, for you are thinking 
about re-opening the case, or, at least, con- 
sidering whether you ought not to seek the 
restoration of the engagement, 

I think one of the serious faults of your 
character is your self-consciousness, You 
look too much into your own heart. There 
is too much introspection. You try to weigh 
motives and feelings and affections too 
minutely. 

Some of the reasons you suggest for drop- 
ping the engagement, it seems to me, amount 
to nothing. You speak of being afraid to 
live in Boston, because Boston is not quite 
theologically up to your standard. In the 
first place, you do not know what it would 
be to you. Boston has some advanced ideas, 
and so have most cities. Boston people be- 
lieve in themselves pretty heartily, and the 
world laughs at them a little for this, But, 
after all, they have a good deal to be proud 
of, It'seems to me that we need never fear 
the influence of environment on our religious 
life, if we are firmly settled ourselves as to 
our duty. Loyalty to Christ is the heart of 
religion—sincere friendship for him, friend- 
ship devoted, unwavering, strong, and con- 
trolling. 

Remember, however, that while the heart 
of the matter never changes, the expression 
does change. Loyalty to Christ may not 
mean quite the same in Boston as it means 
in - I do not mean that when we 
are in Rome we must do as the Romans do. 
You remember that even Paul spoke about 
becoming all things to all men that he might 
win the more. LHe did not mean ever to 
sacrifice principle or to conform to the world 
in any sense; he only meant that even true 
devotion to Christ took on a different form 
in different environments and conditions and 
circumstances. When a country girl comes 
into a city, she has to put away a good many 
of her country ways, adapting herself to the 





social life and customs of the city. This 
may make her no less a beautiful woman and 
no less true; it is simply the same woman 
adapting her life to new conditions, Your 
religious life in moves in certain 
grooves. Perhaps in Boston it might change 
its form a little and its mode of expression, 
remaining meanwhile just as loyal to Christ 
and to truth as it is to-day. 

Wherever we go we must seek to exert a 
wholesome influence for Christ. This we 
can do, not by conforming to the world; 
neither can we do it by keeping up our little 
peculiarities and insisting that these are parts 
of our Christian life. 

I think you understand what I am trying 
to say—that if you are loyal to Christ and 





new environment in which you would find 
yourself in Boston, Besides this, every 
woman lives in her own home, and has but 
a certain measure of her life to live in the 
world outside. Do not be afraid of this. If 
you marry a man whom you love with all 
your heart, you will care very little for the 
external things. Together, your lives blend- 
ing in sweet unity, you will work for Christ and 
pour forth a holy influence which shall make 
all the air sweeter about you, 

I have not given you any advice—I cannot 
dothis. Atleast, I cannot advise you whether 
to seek the restoration of the engagement or 
not. I only tell you that I am quite sure 
you are not happy in your present condition 
with the suspended engagement. I think 
you will be wise to weigh the matter very 
carefully. But if this engagement is re- 





stored, you must do so heartily and cheer- 
fully. You must not complain and make the 
| young man feel that you are doing it with 
| only half a heart. No marriage ever should 
be entered into in this way. Whatever you 
do, do heartily, cheerfully, without any.feel- 
ing of doubt or uncertainty, May God guide 


you. 
a» 


Teaching Self-Control 
(Continued from page 594) 


The Beginners teacher’s task commences 
the first Sunday the little one comes to her. 
Little feet which have raced at random up 
the steps must not be noisy in the temple. 
Little voices that have chattered at will all 
week must be still while teacher talks to the 
heavenly Father. Fingers that perhaps 
have been allowed to tease or annoy must 
be taught to refrain. 

By song and story, and most of all bya 
good example, the lessons continue. Some- 
times I pray, ‘‘ Heavenly Father, put tiny 
workmen into every little finger and make 
them our servants. They can do splendid 
things if we make them, but they obey best 
when you tell them.’? ‘Then I say to the 
childrew, ‘* See if you can make your fingers 
do something hard. Lock them tight and 
tell your feet to be very still. Then shut 
your eyes close, Are they good servants? ’”’ 
Did they obey promptly? Again I suggest 
that strong folks like father ate everything 
on their plates at table when they were smail, 
even though they did not enjoy it; that big 
folks go to sleep alone, and never cry when 
they are dressing. ‘These lessons, begun 
early and kept up without interruption 
through the Primary and Junior Depart- 
ments, will result in habits of self-govern- 
ment that make large temptations easier to 
overcome, Faults of tongue are especially 
difficult to master, I often think if we could 
conquer that one organ the greatest lesson 
would have been learned. 

In teaching total abstinence from the use 
of alcoholic liquors we need to be careful of 
its presentation, In modern physiology the 
child is taught the effects of alcohol and to- 
bacco upon every organ in the body. He 
learns what causes an intoxicated man to 
stagger, and why he talks so foolishly. He 
sees the lack of brain control. Blaisdell’s 
**Our Bodies and How We Live ”’ (Ginn & 
Co., 65 cents) gives splendid articles on 
*¢ Alcohol in the Army and Navy,’’ and 
quotes forcefully the opinions of athletes and 
other men of power concerning men who 
drink or smoke. The ill effects of over- 
indulgence in confectionery, tea, and coffee 
are also given. 

Current events sometimes help. Compare 
the manner in which China attacked opium 
and the“way we deal with the liquor traffic. 
Lead to a talk upon what we can do as fu- 
ture @eitizens about it. Let us dwell not upon 
the horrors of intemperance, but upon the 





remedy.—Rebecca Hughes, Philadelphia. 


continue loyal to him, you need not fear the ; 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, October 18, 1914 
A Saloonless Nation: Why Not? 
How? (Hab. 2: 1-14), Temper- 
ance mceting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.—Sinners that fear (Isa. 33 : 13-22). 
‘TUES.—A vision of the end (Isa 28 : 1-8). 
venadie <caine exalts (Prov. 11 : I- 

It). 
THURS.—God against the saloon (Psa, 10 : 


4-18). 
FRI.—The ideal city (Rev. 21 : 1-7). 
Sat.—My duty (1 Cor. 8 : 6-13). 








Remove the Cause 


of 
DYSPEPSIA 


Horsford’s Acid Phosphate 
gives the most gratifying 
results in Nervousness, Ex- 
haustion, and diseases arisin 

from imperfect digestion an 
derangement of the nervous 
system. It nourishes and 
strengthens the entire body. 


Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 









What temperance progress has been made 
this year? 


How may our society help temperance ? 


Why should our society work for temper- 
ance? 


E HAVE a right to abolish the saloon, 
It has no warrant to claim immunity, 
As the Supreme Court of Indiana, 
citing decisions of other courts, says, ‘* No 
one possesses an inalienable or constitutional 
right to keep a saloon for the sale of intoxi- 
cating liquor; to keep a saloon for the sale of 
intoxicating liquor is not a natural right to 
pursue an ordinary calling; there is no in- 
herent right in a citizen to there sell intoxi 
cating liquor by retail; itis not a privilege of 
a citizen of the state or of the United States.’’ 
When we attack the saloon as an evil thing we 
are not assailing a legitimate nuisance nor in- 
vading the saloon keeper’s inherent right. 
% 

We have a duty to abolish the saloon. A 
greeting which the citizens of Cedar Rapids, 
lowa, addressed recently to the ** Iowa Liquor 
Dealers Association,’? which had been wel- 
comed to the city by the mayor, sets forth 
some of the reasons for detesting the saloon, 
as these citizens viewed it; 

**Shall we greet you as those who wreck 
homes, debauch manhood, prostitute woman- 
hood, disgrace and impoverish childhood? 
Shall we greet you as those who place upon 
the taxpayer the heaviest burden in caring for 
the results of your traffic ? 

** Your position in a community is quite pe- 
culiar. We fail to find a city that enumer- 
ates among its advantages its saloons, 

‘* Your representatives in this city have 
lulled the government to sleep with the idea 
that their places of business are law-abiding. 

3ut the motherhood of. the city is aroused by 
the fact that boys under age have been sold li- 
quor by saloon keepers here, indeed so much 
as to induce delirium tremens, Naturally 
you will understand that your coming so soon 
after the prosecution of these boys in our 
courts and the sending of two of them to the 
inebriate asylum will fail to generate a great 
enthusiasm on the part of those interested in 
home and childhood. In view of this very 
recent event, you will understand, gentlemen, 
that the words of welcome of Mayor Roth do 
not represent the thought of the fatherhood 
and the motherhood of Cedar Rapids. 

**It is said by some that you help a town. 
Do you make better fathers, husbands, sons, 
and so raise the standard of citizenship? Do 
you bring comfort and happiness to mothers, 
wives and children? Do you add to the effi- 
ciency of laborer or business man and so add 
to the material prosperity of the place ? 

** Do the saloons use their windows to ex- 
hibit their finished product? No, you find 
these in the penitentiary, where eighty-five 
per cent of the inmates are your graduates. 
Seventy per cent of the insane are others, 
Ninety per cent of pauperism is another class. 
The great burden of private charity is due to 
the saloon, The taxpayer must pay the enor- 
mous cost of your colossal failure to care for 
your product. But only the Father of us all 
knows the blight of manhood, the shame of 
womanhood, the wreck of home, the heart- 
break of the innocent. Ah! no, gentlemen, 
you are not welcomed to Cedar Rapids by its 
homes and social interests,”’ 

% 

And in addition to the conclusive moral 
arguments against the saloon and all that it 
represents, men are seeing with increasing 
clearness the economic argument. The New 


( Continued on next page) 
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Young People’s Prayer Meeting 
( Continued from preceding page) 


York Times for February 5, 1914, published 
the following dispatch : 


CHESTER, PA., February 14. 

With the statement that ‘‘the efficiency of a 
workingman is greatly accelerated by total ab- 
stinence from intoxicating liquor’ a quartz com- 
pany of this city has offered its three hundred 
employees a ten percent increase in wages if they 
will agree to abstain from all forms of intoxi- 
cants. William H. Stanton, generas manager 
of the company and originator of the plan, says 
he is greatly pleased with the response to the 
offer, and declares that nearly all the men em- 
ployed at the plant have signed the agreement. 

‘* We do not intend to draw any distinction 
between the man who does not sign the agree- 
ment and the man who does,”’ said Mr. Stan- 
ton, ‘but we will not in the future employ a 
man who is known to be of habitual intemper- 
ate habits, and any one who drinks after sign- 
ing the paper automatically severs his connec- 
tion with the company.” 

The New York Times said editorially ; 

‘*In formal recognition of the fact, estab- 
lished beyond dispute by the tests of the 
new psychology, that industrial efficiency de- 
creases with indulgence in alcohol, and is 
increased by abstinence from it, the mana- 
gers of a manufacturing establishment in 
Chester, Pennsylvania, have attacked the 
temperance problem from a new angle. 

**Unlike many railways and some other 
corporations, they do not forbid their em- 
ployees to drink, but they offer a ten percent 
advance in wages to all who will take—and 
keep—the teetotaler’s pledge. Incidentally, 
a breaking of the promise will mean a per- 
manent severance of relations, but there is 
no emphasizing of that point, it being confi- 
dently expected that the advantages of per- 
fect sobriety will be as well realized on one 
side as on the other. 

**It is stated that the offer has been cor- 


all of them have signed the required under- 
taking. It would be interesting to know the 
objections of the recalcitrant minority. Per- 
haps they recoil from what they consider an 
abandonment of personal liberty or a con- 
fession that even moderate drinking is harm- 
ful. Neither argument is valid—the first 
because liberty is not infringed by voluntary 
acceptance of conditions and restrictions, 
the second because it can be and has been 
demonstrated that even a little alcohol 
measurably cuts down efficiency of every kind. 
Even those who contend that moderate in- 
dulgence in intoxicants has certain compen- 





sating advantages do not deny the reality of 
the decrease. 


They only say that they don’t | 
care.”’ 


But the nation does care, and proposes to 
wipe out, iffit can, the institution which more 
than any other breaks down the moral and 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


66. When was a dry valley filled with water 


| middle seniors in our schools. 


| th entire plan for the community, while the 





without rain, and what happened when 
the sun shone on that water ? 

67. On what threshing-floor was an altar | 

built, aud why ? 

68. Who defended a bean-patch against an 
army ? 

69. Whose bones were hanged as a trophy 
in the streets of an enemy’s city, by 
what brave men were they rescued, and 
who gave them decent burial although 
in his lifetime the dead man had tried 
to kill him ? 

70. Who heard the army of God pass beiore 
him through the tops of the mulberry- | 
trees as the sign of a great victory ? | 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


| 62. Saul, by the witch of Endor (1 Sam. 28 : | 


24, 25). 

63. Nabal (1 Sam. 25 : 32, 33). 

64. David while a shepherd-boy killed a 
bear (I Sam, 17 : 36). The children | 
of Bethel were slain by bears for mock- 
ing Elisha (2 Kings 2 : 24). 

65. Elisha, by casting salt into the spring 
(2 Kings 3 : 19-22). 
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For Those Doing Graded Work | 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


NEw YorRK CitTy.—In our school we have 
so many nationalities represented that the war 
situation causes serious contention even 
among young children. Cf course, they reflect 
the spirit and views of their elders, but the at- 
mosphere is intense, and naturally the teachers 
are disturbed because of the influence upon the 
pupils. Do you think a peace service would 
help us ?—J. L. C. 

HE present plans for a Santa Claus Ship 
to bear to children of all the countries 
in Europe affected by the war the 

greetings and gifts of the children of Amer- 
ica ought to goa long way in overcoming the 
evil effects of the war spirit upon our children 
and youth. Hundreds of thousands of chil- 
dren will not only be homeless, but father- 
less, and the Christmas time will find them 
not only destitute, but sorrowful and in deep 
grief. What could be more fitting as an ex- 
pression of the Christmas spirit of ‘ good- 
will to all mankind ”’ than ministering to the 
needs of helpless and homeless and suffering 
childhood? Rightly presented, even the 
younger children will catch the spirit, and 
there is no cure for useless discussion and 
dissension like working together for a com- 
mon cause, 

It is understood that the gifts must be use- 
ful ones, and this will afford an opportunity 
for all to have a share in planning and work- 
ing for the cause. Allow and encourage the 
spirit of self-sacrifice, and see that the older 
scholars have an opportunity to do all the 
work connected with the scheme. Let the 
older pupils be on the committees to find 
the local center where gifts are to be re- 
ceived, co-operate with the local committee 
and report to the school committee, and at- 
tend to all the publicity necessary in the 
local church, Let them wor% and carry the 
burden. Plan that it be a work of children 
for children, and not children merely re- 
sponding to the call of their elders. One great 
mistake which has been made in all of our 
Sunday-school plans for years is that we 
have not allowed enough initiative on the 
part of the pupils of intermediate or senior 
age. Many of the young men now actively 
engaged in the medical corps and even at the 
front of battle are only about the age of the 
Surely in a 
matter of this sort our older pupils can carry 


teachers can content themselves by supply- 
ing the facts for inspiration and encourage- 
ment, 

It is understood that this ship will have 
government protection, and one can almost 
see the ship now with its Christian flag of 
peace over the flags of nations, giving its 
silent message to the world, In some places 
the drug-stores, in others the department 
stores, have offered to act as the local de- 
pository. It will not be difficult in any 
center to ascertain full particulars, as the 
newspaper cffices are all informed and ready 
to co-operate, 

But as an undertaking of this sort needs 
good organization and promptness in for- 
warding the plans, it is imperative that the 
work be begun at once. 

That the homes of the pupils may also be 
influenced and co-operate with the pupils in 
a helpful way, why not have a parents’ meet- 
ing for the school or in some small center 
for the entire community, and in this way 
change‘*the feelingeof strife to one of Chris- 
tian sympathy. 





WASHINGTON.—Can vou give me some in- 
formation in regard to Cradle Roll work? I 
have just been put in charge of that department 
in our school. It numbers fifteen babies now. 





Iam anxious to get all the information I can 
on the subject.—T. F. M. 

ECURE from the one who was in charge | 
of the Cradle Roll for which you are 
now responsible full information re- 

garding what has been done. Perhaps 
names, 


ages, | 


the little ones now on your roll. But have 
you the information regarding other mem- 
bers who have perhaps been already trans- 


| ferred to the Beginners’ department of the 


school? The Cradle Roll presents such 


great possibilities, and yet there is no part of 


the Sunday -school work where there is 
greater carelessness in the keeping of records. 
If you are satisfied that you have full in- 


| formation, then install a good record system. 


A card index file is the best, so that each 
card contains the name, address, parents’ 
full name, date of the baby’s birth, the rec- 
ord of calls made in the home, birthday rec- 
ognition, and finally the record of transfer to 
the Beginners’ Department. The record is 
then complete. In addition to this card in- 
dex, which should be kept in the Sunday- 
school and accessible to the pastor, the 
superintendent will find the loose-leaf Cradle 
Roll Birthday Record for home use a great 
convenience, This includes an alphabetical 
list, place for dates and records of birthday 
remembrances, calls made in the home, and 
other data needed in handy form by the 
superintendent, 

All the denominational houses carry a 
variety of Cradle Roll Department supplies. 
The wall rolls to contain the names of the 
babies can be secured framed or unframed, 
and they vary in price from 50 cents to $2. 
Application cards and enrolment post-cards 
vary in price from six cents to twelve cents 
per dozen, Beautiful birthday cards are $2 
a hundred (assorted), or 25 cents a dozen. 
These cards are for boys and girls, and for 
first, second, and third years. Each deco- 
rated card contains an appropriate message, 
and on the address side of the post-card the 
space can be used for a personal message or 
invitation, 

The certificate which is given to the child 
upon enrolment should be one which can be 
signed by both the Cradle Roll superintend- 
ent and the pastor of the church. Quite 
frequently it occurs that babies are enrolled 
from homes of non-church-going people. 
The pastor’s name upon the certificate fre- 
quently gives him his first opportunity to get 
in touch with the family. Cradle Roll Pro- 
motion Certificates should also be used when 
the little one is old enough to be transferred 
to the Beginners’ Department, —that is, when 
he is four years of age. 

A request addressed to any denomina- 
tional publishing house will bring you in 
return a leaflet* telling you all about the 
Cradle Roll and its supplies, while a similar 
request to the office of your State Sunday 
School Association will secure you a full 
leaflet on the subject. 


% 


Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
chool Adult Department 


ILLINOIS.—I have been appointed by my 
class to find out what is being done throughout 
the country to promote the growth of classes. 
Kindly give us information that will help to 
build up a strong class.—W. F. M. 


HE International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation has prepared a series of Adult 
Division leaflets which explain plans 

of class organization and class activities, and 
also suggestions on adult class federations 
and inter-class activities, If you willsend five 
cents to the office of your State Sunday 
School Association (1418 Mallers Building, 
Chicago), and ask for International Adult 
Division Leaflets, Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, you 
can get this information. 

A dozen magazines are now published 
which are devoted wholly or in part to ihe 
interests of organized Adult Bible Class 
work, (The names of these were given on 
p- 142 of The Sunday School Times of Feb. 
28, 1914). Considerable space is given in 
these to plans and methods for building up 
organized classes. Your class should take 
sufficient copies of the publications of your 
own denominatioral publishing house to 
supply each member of your class. It would 
be well to have the teacher and class presi- 
dent, and possibly others of the class officers, 
subscribe also for some of the other publica- 
tions, so that you may have a wider study of 
plans and methods. It would stimulate the 
reading of these publications if the methods 
they present could be studied and reviewed 
occasionally at the monthly business meeting 
of the class. 

A number of books have been published in 
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LESSON FOR OCT. 18 (Mark 14: 32-42) 





for the Sunday- 


School Worker } 





the interest of adult class work, among which 
are included ; 

** Adult Class Study,”’ by Irving F. Wood 
(Pilgrim Press, 75 cents). 

*: The Adult Worker and His Work,’’ by 
Wade C. Barclay (Methodist Book Concern, 
55 cents). 

*¢ The Teaching of Bible Classes,” by E. F. 
See (Association Press, 60 cents, cloth; 40 
cents, paper). 

**The How Book,’’ by Marshall A, Hud- 
son (‘The Sunday School Times Co., 50 cents). 

**The Ideal Adult Class,’”? by Amos R. 
Wells (Pilgrim Press, 59 cents). 

These books should be placed in the Adult 
Class library, and reviewed at the class busi- 
ness meetings. 

The class will find it very helpful always 
to have representatives at the annual State 
and County Conventions, where the Organ- 
ized Adult Bible Class is now universally 
given a large place on the program. 

Some cities have planned for Adult Class 
rallies, parades, exhibits of printed matter, 
and in other ways promoted interclass fellow- 
ship and a comparative study of class plans 
and methods, 

In Pennsylvania they have been holding a 
series of County Organized Adult Bible Class 
Institutes. In co-operation with your County 
Sunday School Association, your class could 
render a valuable service by promoting this 
kind of work in your city, 


% 
Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Charles E. Schenck 


Secretary of the Home-Visitation Committee 
of the Illinois Sunday School Association 


How can we induce our Home Department 
members to take interest in the school 
proper? 

XTEND personal invitations for the 
E special occasions—Rally Day, Christ- 
mas, Easter, Children’s Day, etc. 
Make much of Home Department Day each 
year. For that day decorate the church with 
the Home Department colors—purple and 
white. Give each member a_ souvenir. 
Home Department members should be made 
to feel that they are really a part of the 
school, and they should be encouraged to 
attend the sessions whenever convenient. 
When they come they should be cordially 
welcomed. 


Is there any small book that gives the origin, 
rogress, and present condition of the Home 
partment work, perhaps some leaflet or cir- 
cular, such as a busy person would take time 
toread? I feel the need of such a compen- 
dium. 

HERE is none known to the writer, A 
few leaflets issued by denominational 
and independent publishing houses 

mention briefly the origin and progress of 
the Home Department, then give instruction 
as to organization, The first two chapters 
of Dr, M. C. Hazard’s *‘ Home Classes and 
the Home Department ”’ (Pilgrim Press, 50 
cents), give a scientific and most interesting 
description of the origin and development of 
the Home Department. Figures giving the 
present number of departments and member- 
ship in the various states and provinces will 
appear in the report of the Fourteenth Inter- 
national Convention, to be issued this fall. 
Such a leaflet as you suggest would fill a 
need, and it may perhaps be compiled and 
printed in the near future. 





I have recently been elected county Home 
Department superintendent, I want to do 
whatI can, but have vague ideas as to my du- 
ties. Can you help me? 

COUNTY Home Department Superin- 
tendent has general supervision of this 
work in his county. It should be his 

aim to have an effective Home Department in 
every Sunday-school in his field. Systematic, 
vigorous work will accomplish much toward 
this objective. 

The county secretary will, upon request, 
furnish names and addresses of Sunday- 
school superintendents ; also a list of schools 
having Home Departments, with names and 
addresses of the superintendents of these de- 
partments. 

It will be advisable to send a letter of 





encouragement to each Home Department 
superintendent at least once a year, Plans 
for the improvement of the work might be 
mentioned, 

Get in touch with pastors and superin- 
tendents not having Home Departments. 
By means of personal letters, leaflets, and 
interviews keep the subject before them. 
Visit as many of these schools as practicable. 
Try to find some worker in each school who 
will take up the work. 

As far as possible attend township or dis- 
trict conventions and present the claims of 
the Home Department in a talk or confer- 
ence, or both. Use incidents showing the 
value of the work, Explain why every Sun- 
day-school should have this department, and 
state clearly how to organize and maintain 
it. In every township where it is feasible, 
secure the election of a township Home De- 
partment superintendent who will do what 
he can to see that each school in his district 
has a Home Department. In counties with 
complete and efficient organization much of 
the detail mentioned above will be done by 
the township officer, 


* 
Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association. 


MASSACHUSETTS.—Can you give me any in- 
formation about starting a course in teacher- 
training? I have a small class of girls that 
would like to take up the teacher-training 
course, and any papers or information you 
could give would be appreciated.—C. L. F. 

RITE to the Sunday-school Board of 

your denomination, and to the State 

Sunday School Association officers, 

for their circulars on teacher-training. The 

Massachusetts State Sunday School Associa- 

tion Secretary is Hamilton S. Conant, 602 

Ford Building, Boston, This will give you 

fullest information about courses of study 

and plans for conducting a successful train- 
ing class. 

It would be well to start with one of the 
courses that will give your students the ele- 
ments of Bible knowledge and some lessons 
on the Sunday-school, the teacher and the 
pupil in a year ora year andahalf. After 
that the class could advance to the more 
thorough and more difficult courses of study. 

I would plan to have the class take offi- 
cial examinations, as this will be an incentive 
to earnest study, and the mastery of the les- 
sons will bring sustained interest, 

. 





NEW YORK.—I have taught a class of girls 
for several years. During this time we have 
studied the International Lessons, and enjoyed 
them. A number of the class have passed into 
the school as teachers, and it is the class drawn 
upon for substitutes. Do you think it would 
be wise to change and take up the teacher- 
training course? I have often thought about 
this question, and certainly want the very best 
for my girls. I should like to feel that they 
had the best preparation available to carry on 
the work of our Lord Jesus Christ. Kindly 
give me your idea, and if you think it the best 
thing to do, advise me as to how to go about it. 
-C. G. 

S YOUR pupils are now being used as 
substitute teachers, and are gradually 
taking their places as permanent 

teachers, it would be most advisable to 
change to the teacher-training course. 

I would look over the various First Stand- 
ard Teacher-Training text-books, and select 
one that may seem to be best adapted to the 
needs of your class. Show them the text- 
book, and suggest that the class take the 
course of study, with stated examinations 
leading up to a denominational or state as- 
sociation certificate or diploma. Show them 
the importance of such a course of study, in 
view of the fact that some of them at least 
will be called upon to teach in the school, 
and say that after completing the First Stand- 
ard Course the class could take up more ad- 
vanced work in teacher-training. If any 
members of the class should not be willing 
to take official examinations permit them to 
go along with the class and get what they 
can from the course. 

If possible have your class meet for the 
study apart from the main school, so that 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


you may add to the lesson period the time 
—— given to the closing exercises of the 
school, 





PENNSYLVANIA.—We are planning to or- 
ganize a reading union for our cotnty Sunday- 
school workers. ‘The purpose of this union 
will be to encourage the reading of books on 
the Sunday-school and on the work of Sunday- 
school officers and teachers. ‘Those who do 
not have time to study the teacher-training 
text-books, or hesitate to take the teacher- 
training examinations, will find help in the 
reading of these books. A certificate will be 
given for the reading of a book, and a recog- 
nition will be added for each additional boo 
This certificate is very similar to a teacher- 
training certificate, and is well worth framing. 
Will you kindly give me your impression of 
this plan ? 

LIKE the general idea of a reading union, 

It would help the workers very much to 

read the books yon have listed. It would 
be a mistake to retain the paragraph in which 
you give as your reason for the course that 
some do not have time for the teacher-train- 
ing lessons. ‘The plan would be harmful if 
it should be regarded as a substitute for 
teacher-training. 

For the same reason I think it would be 
unwise to offer a certificate that would be 
like a teacher-training certificate. You say 
of the certificate, ‘This certificate is almost 
similar to a teacher-training certificate, and 
is well worth framing.’’? ‘The effect of these 
features of your plan would be to encourage 
people to turn from teacher-training to an 
easier reading course, The reading union 
can be made most helpful to members of 
teacher-training classes, as well as to all 
Sunday-school workers, 

















HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of 
Stewart Ifartshorn on label, 

Get “ Improvod,” no required, 

Wood Rollers Tin Rollers 
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Why Not Use the 


American 
Standard 
Bible 


Edited by the Americen Revision 
The most correct trans- 
lation 
By the most eminent 
Christian Scholars 
From the oldest manuscripts 


The best version of the Scrip- 
tures ever produced 


Prices from 35 cents up— for sale by leading 
Booksellers—send for Booklet and Price List te 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible Publishers for Over 50 Years 


381A Fourth Avenue, New York 
Agents Wanted for the Cross Reference Bible 


BECOME 
A NURSE 


\V E have trained 














thousands of 
women in their own 
homes to earn $10 to 
$25 a week as nurses, 
Our graduates number 
7,00c0—a record une- 
qualed by any institu- 
tion, Send for ** How 
1 Became a Nurse’’ 
—248 pageswithactual 
experiences, g8 i/lus- 
trated lesson pages free to inquirers, 

There is a Chautatqua nurse in your vicinity. Ask her 
about our training. Her address and the above litera- 
ture will be sent if you will enclose this advertisement, 
THE CHAUTAUQUA SCHOOL OF NURSING 
286 Main St. 13th Year. Jamestown, N.Y. 





A SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE, OF CULTURE, OF 
PREACHING, OF MISSIONS, OF PRAYER AND OF 
METHODS. Men and women who desire to unite studies 
of high grade, under the influence of distinguished leaders, 


with the most earnest religious spirit, are cordially and freely 
welcome. Interdenominational. Address Dean Nathan R. Wood, The Gordon School, Boston, Mass. 





ORLD’S TEMPERANCE 
SUNDAY, November 8 


OME of these ‘‘ arrow thrusts” circulated among the members of your Sun- 
day-school class will arouse an interest in the temperance cause which is 


bound to result for good in the lives of many. 


During the early periods 


of a young man’s life, when habits are being formed, the information printed 
in these leaflets will be an invaluable asset to his future growth and development. 


The Boy in the Bible and Another Boy 
A temperance service in-song and story. 
5 cents each; 12 pages. 


Making Every Scholar a 

‘Temperance Worker 
By Mary and Margaret Leitch. A definite 
plan of work, practicable for any school, 
ro cents a dozen; 75 cents a hundred. 


Science’s Exposure of Aleohol’s Frauds 
By Matthew Woods, M.D. An account 
of some of the latest scientific conclusions 
about alcohol, with facts about intem- 
perance in wine-drinking countries, 6 cents 
each; 60 cents a dozen, 


Wanted—An Answer 
What the temperance problem means in a 
city ward where the “ public good requires ” 
ninety-six saloons. An account of a moth- 
ers'-meeting where some startling facts 
were given. 2 cents each; $1.00 a hun- 
dred ; 12 pages, 


A Physician’s Straight Talk on Alcohol 

By Woods Hutchinson, A.M., M.D. A 
powerful testimony to the unnaturalness of 
the drink habit; the poisonous nature of 
alcohol; the deceptive so-called bracing 
effects of it; and the insatiable character of 
the appetite it arouses. 5 cents each; 50 
cents a dozen, 


Judge Lindsey’s Temperance Declaration 
The Hon. Ben B. Lindsey, the famous 
and beloved “ boys’ judge " of the Juvenile 
Court of Denver, has made a declaration 
of his own present practise and belief. On 
the reverse side of the card is printed a 
form of pledge. 2 cents each; 1o centsa 
dozen; 40 cents for 50; 75 centsa hundred. 


The Cigarette 
Some thoughtful opinions of leading busi- 
ness men and educators. 2 cents each; 50 
or more at $1.00 a hundred. 


Cigarettes: A Perilous Intemperance 
Striking facts about the cigarette evil, with 
a list of business concerns whose employees 
are not allowed to smoke cigarettes. 2 
cents each; $1.00 a hundred; 6 pages. 

Why We Boys Don’t Smoke Cigarettes 
A bunch of letters from some boys who 
give their reasons: ‘‘Why We Never 
Smoked,” ‘‘ Why We Stopped Smoking.” 
5 cents each; 50 cents a dozen; $4.00 a 
hundred. 


‘Tobacco as a Physician Sees It 

By D. H. Kress, M.D. ‘‘ The men who 
know” are now telling us things about 
those two arch-fakirs, tobacco and alcohol, 
with such conviction, backed by scientific 
evidence, that the question is no longer 
one of opinion, but of hard and fast fact. 
3 cents each ; 30 cents a dozen; 50 or more, 
2 cents each. 


Supplemental Temperance Lessons: 

Reading Exercises for the Sunday-School 
By John B. Smith. Four of these are 
published, any one of which may be used 
on Temperance Sunday, by the school or 
class. 2 cents each; 50 or more at $1.00a 
hundred, 


Burbank Temperance Card 

No. I contains a statement of Luther Bur- 
bank, the “‘ Plant Wizard,” on alcohol and 
tobacco. No. 2 contains same statement, 
with a ‘ Declaration of Independence” 
pledge on the reverse side. Two colors, 
heavy Bristol; 2 cents each; 15 cents a 
dozen; 50 or more at $1.00 a hundred. 


All the above leaflets are postpaid 
The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 












































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


These articles make the new Britannica 
“a library within a library.” As a whole, 
this great work is a complete source of in- 
formation regarding every phase of human 
thought and achievement. In the same thor- 
ough way, science, history, invention, art 
and literature and other subjects are treated. 


Just as this remarkable book is accepted 
as final authority upon scientific and other 
questions, so it presents the facts that illumi- 


nate religious history and progress. It discusses themt in the broadest, fullest manner, 
and in so interesting a style that they appeal to every intelligent man and woman. 


in rt Its. contributors, selected for their standing in the 
realm of religious activity, represent many denominations and schools of thought. 


The Britannica is not sectarian. 


It Answers the Questions of 


the Bible 


In the reading of the Bible, in the study of the 
weekly ‘Sunday-school lesson, or in the prepara- 
tion of sermons, countless thoughts come to mind 
to suggest the desirability of further information. 
To have the Britannica within easy reach will 
make it possible to understand sacred literature 
according to the most recent research. 


Among the 75,000. men and women who 
already possess this wonderful universal library 
are thousands of clergymen and active religious 
workers. Their letters of appreciation testify ‘to 
the great worth of this book. 


Its articles on Religion, the Bible and Bible 
Criticism are only a portion of the 41,000 separate 
articles comprised within its pages. It presents 
a greater variety of subjects than any other. It is 
a means of general enlightenment. 


Not only is the Britannica comprehensive and 
authentic—it is interestingly written. It affords 
facts of everyday usefulness. It extends the in- 
tellectual horizon of intelligent men and women; 


Tear out the coupon, sign it and send it to us for Free Booklet BR” = ° ““°————— 


3,500 Articles on Religion 
and Relating to the BIBLE 


make the new Encyclopaedia Britannica a most valuable work for clergyman and 
layman. Here is presented a complete and authentic history of Christianity and 
all other faiths, an interesting and factful story of the growth of churches, and a 
comprehensive account of the progress of theology. 


(Lesson for OCT. 18) Oct. 3, 1914 








THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA—11th EDITION 


Printed upon genuine India paper, 28,150 pages, in 29 magnificent volumes, 
each only one inch thick 


Student 


it aids the intellectual ambition of their children. 
In addition, it provides opportunities for connected 
reading both entertaining and instructive. 


Once you possess the Britannica, it will not 
take you a week to find it invaluable. And this 
great book is now published at a price and on 
terms that make its possession easy for any person 
of moderate means. . 


If you are not familiar with it, and desire ¢ 
to know more as to its practical, usable value 
to you, simply send us the attached cou- 
pon, properly filled out. This will bring ¢ 
you FREE the Britannica booklet, @ Encyclopaedia 
giving full information of the wide Ae yy 
range of subjects dealt with in the ? steven enone 
29-volume work. It will also ex- @ _ free booklet describ- 
plain how easy it is to obtain a @ wet oe i Se 


tion of the Encyclopaedia 
complete set (29 volumes) ona ¢? Britannica and your easy 


8.8.7.1 












first payment of $5, the re- @ terms of payment. 
mainder payableinsmall ,°,,,. a 
monthly amounts. , en 
City similis ra 
¢ = 





Street No or P. O. Box 
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